





Coens Sety Wy See eae See Te 





Lesson for December 27 | 
Fourth Quarterly Review 


‘Philadelphia, December 12, 1908 


Vol. Fifty, No. 50. 


One dollar a year; in clubs, 
75 cents. See page 649° 





PRINCIPAL’ CONTENTS THIS WEEK 
oe ae on Open Letters : 


(soared il uid dade 

Is Providence to be Trusted ? . 642 

The ‘Daily Altar. By the Rev. |. H. Jowett, “M.A . 642 

Christian Unity in Deed, Not Spe sy Sy tey ts YT. fais, 643 

Two M oom aM e Mies . 644 

General Lesson’ Helps:. .. 60. 6 6 ies es i "645-648 

Adult Bible Class my By ake 7 ch aamachii eee 

For Children at Home. . . ‘ hee) 8. a 
Review and Supplemental Work . . 650, 651 


-The Young People's Prayer-Meeting. By Robert E. Speer, 652 


“ 
Lesson Calendar 
Golden Text for the Quarter: Keep thy heart with all dili- 
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Golden; Text for the uarter: They therefore that were 
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13. March 28,—~ « » Prov. 23 : 29-35 


Watch Night 


** Now is our salvation nearer” 
By Mabel Earle 


N yonder purple darkness far, 
Against the wings of midnight furled, 
Solemn and sweet, God’s signal star 
Lifts up his token to the world. 


The measured march of sphere and sun 
Has swept the limit of the year ; 

The circle of the moons has run; 
The hour of pause and change is here. 


For when another day shall flame 

In sunrise on the snow-crowned slope, 
The year shall wear another name ; 

The world shall win a newer hope. 


Oh, never once the year has waned 
Since Bethlehem’s star was set alight, 
But that Creation’s course has gained 
Some onward sweep toward truth and right! 


Oh, never yet the year has dawned, 
Since Calvary’s cross was lifted high, 

But that some triumph-shout beyond 
Our mortal ken has thrilled the sky ! 


From lip to lip breaks forth the song ; 
From hand to hand the torch is passed ; 

Earth’s centuries of sin and wrong 
New-born in brotherhood at last. 


The hosts of night, firm-leagued and far, 
Break where the Conqueror’s feet have trod; 
The ceaseless march of sun and star 
Draws on to meet the Day of God. 


Nearer the light, and nearer still, 

. The dawn is on the snow-crowned slope. 
God nerve our hands to work his. .will, 

. And cleanse our hearts to hold his hope ! 
Omana, Nes. 





Going Blind 

Every temptation yielded to dulls our keenness in 
recognizing ion. .No man can safely say, ‘‘I 
will do wrong this time ; the next time I will do right.”’ 
He may not know what is right, the next time. Sin 
not only weakens our powers of resistance ; it blurs 
our sight to the presence of danger. The man who 
is living true is the best man to trust in a subtle ques- 
tion of right and wrong. ‘Father, re-sensitize my 
calloused conscience,’’ was the prayer-cry of one who 
had sinned and who knew this sure penalty of sin, 
If we would know right from wrong, we must do 


right. 
ax 
Preparation Needed 


Careful preparation for any piece of work is never 
a handicap, always a help. God can use men who 
are thoroughly prepared better than men who have 
made no preparation. Particularly is this true of 
preparation for the delivering of &n address, or a ser- 
mon, or any spoken message. Yet there is a passage 
in the Bible that is sometimes quoted as though it 
authorized or advised. no preparation for preaching the 
gospel. It is where Jesus said to his disciples: ‘* be 
not anxious how or what yé shall speak : for it shall 
be given you in that hour what ye shall speak.”’ Those 
who quote these words as authority for public speak- 
ing without preparation overlook the fact that Jesus 
was referring only to the times when the disciples 
should be arrested and tried before governors and 
‘kings for preaching the gospel. «‘* When they deli- 
wer you up,’ he said, ‘* be not anxious how or what 
ye shall speak.’’ In other words, Jesus did not want 
his disciples to worry over their plan of defense before 
the Roman or Jewish authorities ; God would guide 
them when that emergency arose. So that is the only 
kind of public speaking for which Christian’ workers 





to-day have scriptural authority for not making special 
preparation. Letus bear this in mind the next 
time we think we can safely talk in prayer-meeting, 
or Sunday-school, or anywhere else, unprepared, and 
count on God to give us a message. This is not fair 
to God or to our hearers, 


x 


Pride the Pugnacious 


To be proud is the surest way of getting the uni- 
verse down on us. No one likes the proud man, and 
no one proposes to humor him,—not even God. 
The Bible is quite explicit on this, ‘Yea, all of 
you gird yourselves with humility, to serve one an- 
other : for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 
to the humble.’’ Modesty wins co-operation on 
every side, from God and from men. _ If we have 
been priding ourselves on our pride, it is time to 
stop. Perhaps a frank recognition of this will ex- 
plain why it has not always been easy for us to win 
the co-operation of others. 


ax 
Defeating Dishonor 


It is hard to realize that we have in us the very 
characteristics which, in Peter and Judas, denied and 
betrayed: Jesus Christ.- But every lowering of our 
standard, every failure to choose the best that we 
know, is evidence of this. When we debated that 
question, yesterday, which we knew all the time was 
not debatable, we turned our backs.on our. Saviour. 

** The brave man chooses, while the coward stands aside 
Doubting in his abject spirit, till his Lord is: crucified.’’ 


And we need never do so again. The crucified Lurd 
is risen, to give us the strength that shall put our be- 
trayals and denials to rout. But his strength is ours 
only when we admit that we need it. 


Daring the Adventure of the Ministry 


HE problem of supplying a sufficient number of 
properly. qualified ministers has presented itself 
to the church in all the ages of its history. 

During the.past few years the problem has been 
pressing upon the church with a new urgency. 
Within the decade closing in 1897 there was a notice- 
able increase in the number of the ministerial candi- 
dates ; but during the past ten years there has been 
such an alarming decline as to call forth an active 
discussion in newspaper editorials, magazine articles, 
sermons, addresses, and ecclesiastical conferences. 
The most commanding voice in this discussion has 
been that of Mr. John R. Mott, General Secretary of 
the World’s Student Christian Federation. 

And now Mr. Mott has published a volume en- 
titled **The Future- Leadership of the Church,’’ 
which constitutes the most important contribution yet 
made to the consideration of this problem. It by no 
means comprises the full compass of Mr. Mott's 
service in this particular connection. The book is in 
large measure the embodiment of illuminating lec- 
tures delivered at important educational centers as 
far separated as Canada, California, and Tennessee. 
These lectures in turn were the result of a long series 
of conferences and careful investigations covering a 
period of more than six years. Mr. Mott collected 
Statistics and received suggestions, and ¢ pinions, and 
testimonies from leading ministers, professors, edi- 
tors, and other leaders of thought in North America, 
Europe, Australasia, 'and South Africa. Furthermore, 
for'a period: of twenty years Mr: Mott has enjoyed a 


unique -pdsition in the studént world, and has been . 


enabled: by personal acquaintance with all classes of 
students to speak and write with the authority of one 


who has gained his information at first hand and 
from the widest possible field. The outcome of these 
interviews, investigations, and conferences has been 
not only this important vo'ume, but an ever-deepening 
interest, and a wider and more intelligent discussion 
of this whole question of the supply of candidates for 
the Christian ministry. 

The problem is one not merely of numbers, but 
more especially of qualifications, It is not true 
merely that more men are needed in the ministry, 
but rather more men of strength and special ability. 
What is meant by ‘‘ability’’ is defined by such 
phrases as the following ;: ‘‘ Men of personal force, or 
strength of personality ; men of sound physical con- 
stitution ; men of mental power and proper habits of 
study ; men possessing the ability to express sympa- 
thy and friendship ; men who have a genuine re- 
ligious experience ; men who have a message and the 
consciousness of a mission ; men of moral enthusi- 
asm ; men with hearts aflame with the passion of the 
cross.’" 

This insistence upon quality rather than upon qua7- 
tity is by no means intended to reflect unfavorably 
upon the existing ministry, nor upon the character of 
candidates for the ministry. It is rather intended to 
suggest the increasing greatness and difficulty of the 
minister's task. It is true that of the stronger and 
better qualified students in our universities, too small 
a fraction are choosing the ministry as their life-work ; 
but the need of men who possess gifts of leadership 


-is.emphasized by, the increasing seriousness of the 


demands which are now made upon the minister. 
Theological unrest and the critical spirit of the, age 
are mentioned as necessitating men of intellectual 
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ability and attainments, who can serve as true guides 

in the sphere of religious thought and experience. 

The founding of great states and provinces in the 

Wiest, demande Christian leaders who can establish 
t 


pri to mold future-empires, The flood | 
o eee which was once largely from Protes- 


tant countries, has now set in from those c 
Roman Catholic, 

constitutes a problem demanding men of the highest 
order of talent, in case the church is to reach these 
peoples on any adequate scale, The disproportion- 
ate growth of our cities, together with the fact of the 
lessening power of the church in these great centers 
of population, demands men of large mold, of keen 
vision’ apd of peculiar power, if the cause of Christ is 
not to suffer Scteat, en, too, the rural districts 
and smaller towns furnish fields of t importance, 
but of as —_ a acre and difficulty. Social ques- 
tions confront the minister as in fio previous age, and 
call for true insight and sagacity in case the social 
conscience of the church is to be created or stirred. 

It is because of such serious and peculiar demands 
that men of exceptional ability are needed. This 
phase of the problem was specially voiced in the letter 
written by President Roosevelt, published in a recent 
issue of The Sunday School Times. Viewing the 
great field and its manifold difficulties, Mr. Roosevelt 
declared: ‘'The work to be done is not easy. It is 
because of this very fact that the best, the most reso- 
lute, the most daring spirits should listen to the sum- 
mons which calls them to the life of effort and of con- 
flict. We ask that men of heroic temper undertake 
the great adventure. Heroic deeds are to be done in 
this struggle, and we ask for heroic men to go forward 
and do them."’ 

Why are so few responding to the call? What are 
the reasons for the decline in the number of ministerial 
candidates? It is for an answer to these questions 
that most readers will turn with interest to the new 
volume. Mr. Mott should not be expected to suggest 
anything strikingly new in this immediate connection. 
Every one has had something to say, of late, on this 
subject. He is indeed a modest man who has not 
already given his reason for the decline. It is, how- 
ever, to be noted that “Mr. Mott has corrected some 
popular misconceptions and has strongly corroborated 
some familiar opinions. : 

For instance, it has been continually asserted that 
the Young Men's Christian Association has taken for 
its secretariat great numbers of men who would other- 
wise have entered the gospel ministry ; and further 
that the Student Volunteer Movement has sent to 
the foreign field many men who were needed in the 
home church, Mr. Mott is qualified to speak with 
authority on these particular topics, and he has spoken 
with great definiteness, It is shown that during the 
past decade only eight hundred college men entered 
Association work, and of these, less than three hun- 
dred have continued in the work. A large proportion 
of the remainder have entered missionary service or 
the Christian ministry, and a small proportion only of 
the remaining three hundred possess special qualifi- 
cations for the ministry. On the other hand, the 
Christian Association has been one of the prime factors 
in leading men to devote themselves to the Christian 
ministry. So too, in reference to the Volunteer move- 
ment. If three thousand men have been enlisted for 
service in the foreign field, the number is not great in 
comparison with the one hundred and forty thousand 
men in the Protestant ministry of the United States 
and Canada ; ‘and the volunteers again have exercised 
a very definite influence in enlisting men for service 
in the home field. 

Mr. Mott has also corrected many misapprehensions 
which have stood as obstacles in the way of young 
men who have been deciding the problem of their 
life-work ; as, for example, in dealing with a very 
common position taken by college students, in which 
it is insisted that greater influence for the Christian 
cause can be exerted by laymen than by ministers. 
Mr. Mott shows the need of leadership, and empha- 
sizes the fact that the very spirit animating the laymen 





Eprtor’s Nots.—The following series of pamphiets is now being 
prepared by the Student Department of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association (ase East 28th Street, New York), furnishes strong 
ammunition for those who wish to press vigorously this needful propa- 
ganda. These pamphlets are add d primarily to young men : 
ee » tn of the Ministry on Strong Men,” by George A. Gordon, 


“The Right Sort of Men for the Ministry,” by Bishop William F. 
McDowell, S.T.D., LL.D. 

**The Modern Interpretation of the Call to the Ministry,” by Dean 
Edward I. Bosworth, D.D. 

“The Preparation of the Modern Minister,” by President W. W. 
Moore, D.D. 

* The Minister and His People,” by Phillips Brooks. 

“ The Minister and the Community,” by President Woodrow Wilson. 

“The Call of the Country Church,” by Professor Arthur Stephen 
Hoyt, D.D. 

“« The Minister as Preacher,” by Charles E. Jefferson, D.D. 

A Letter by President Roosevelt. 





few parents the ministry to their children as a 
life-calling ; second, the misunderstanding which 
exists as to the nature of a call to the m . The 


not parents but Sun- 
day-school teachers, and even pre Aa from mention- 
ing the demands of the ministry and its large op- 
portunities to young men choosing their life-work. 
This misconception has prevented those whose in- 
fluence might have been most potent from acting as 


the instruments through whicly God might voice his- 


gracious call, 


In the face of such obstacles, one turns to ask what 


are the ‘* favoring influences,’’ and what the possible 
methods by which the obstacles may be overcome 
and the ranks of the ministry filled with an increasing 
number of strong and able leaders. The minister 
himself holds the key to the situation. Of all the 
favoring influences which have been observed, the 
strongect is that of the personal influence of the men 
who, by their lives and characters, as well as by their 
words, have magnified and ennobled their calling as 
ministers of the gospel. © It is further the duty of pas- 
tors, both by public address and by private interview, 
to carry on more definitely the work of securing re- 
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i The , if in a lesser de- 
college professor, to the Brie gh Bem 
in his own sphere and according to his ability, should 


the ages has been the true recruiting ground for the 
ministry. No influence can be as strong as that ex- 
ercised in the early years of life; and the coming 
generation of ministers will probably be found to have 


sors to choose their life-work,—namely, the prayers 
and encouragement and hopes of Christian parents. 
In his remarkable study, Mr. Mott places a climactic 
and suggestive emphasis upon the necessity of prayer. 
While declaring that an appeal must be made to 
heroism, and that men must be made to see the un- 
surpassed opportunity and the real nature of a call, 
he insists that the most potent influence in securing 
the right men for the Christian ministry is interces- 
sion. He reminds us of the words of our Master, and 
of our present failure in the matter of prayer, due 
either to unbelief, or ignorance, or haste, or purpose- 
lessness. His words sound a call to the ministry of 
ra that laborers may be sent forth into the 
arvest, 





On Gaining Prominence 

The ambition to ‘get to the top,’’ felt by most 
persons at one time or another, is a good ambition. 
The only real question is as to the methods or route 
by which one proposes to get there, Therefore the 
query propounded by an Ontario reader is not an unim- 
portant one : 

To what extent is success, or a prominent position, Jue to 
God's appointment, and to what extent to our own efforts or 
doings ? 

A person may gain a prominent position, and the 
*©success’’ that goes with it, while working in direct 
opposition to God’s will and God's plans, In such a 
case, the result would seem to be attained by one’s 
own efforts rather than by God’s appointment. But 
when success and a prominent position come to 
one by God's ordering and appointment, as is often 
plainly the case, we may rest assured that this did not 
occur until that one had demonstrated (to God, if not 
to men) that he was ready to be used effectively at 
the front. What we do with our abilities has a great 
deal to do in determining what God will do with us 
and our abilities. It is possible to win certain kinds 
of prominence while opposing God, and thus, in a 
sense, by our own efforts: and such ‘‘success"’ is 
sure to bea curse, not a blessing. It is also possible 
to make sure of the success which will be a blessing, 
by devoting our energies whole-heartedly to the work 
at which we have been set, leaving entirely to God 
the question of promotion and prominence. 


> at 


Is Providence tobe Trusted? 

This would be a dark world, and the outlook a 
hopeless one, if we had to doubt that Love is in charge 
of things. Yet the expression of such doubt is very 
common among professing Christians. Even a min- 
ister, for example, has this question to ask : 


I have always tried to believe in a particudar as well asa 

neral Providence. How would you harmonize this particular 
Brovidence? Two men are riding upon a train, the one a 
Christian, the other not. The former. has a wife and children 
depending entirely upon his daily support. The latter is single 
and has no one dependent upon him. A wreck occurs and 
the Christian man Bi killed, leaving a widow to struggle for the 
support of her family and children that so much need a father’s 
discipline. How can one be-reconciled with the wisdom ? 


Evidently this is an imaginary case; and why, 
when men think up imaginary illustrations of the 
ways of Providence, do they always choose to im- 
agine cases which show, as they believe, the unloving 
side of Providence rather than the loving? While 
they are giving play to their imaginations, why not 
imagine the sort of thing that fits in with what they 


would count the best side of Providence? One is just 
as easily imagined as the other. 

But taking the case exactly as it is described, and 
as it doubtless has occurred many times, why should 
it trouble us? The man who was a Christian, and 
ready to die, was taken home ; the man who was un- 
prepared for sudden, death was.spared, and given 
another chance. Does this seem irreconcilable with 
our ideas of divine wisdom? As for the death of the 
Christian man, it is quite evident that God saw that 
it was best for his widow and children now to live 
without husband and father, and that the best possi- 
ble blessings could be conferred upon them only by 
calling the father home to Himself. Surely we are 
putting a low estimate on God’s power and love if we 
say that he is not equal to the task of caring for the 
widow and the orphan, or if we doubt that the richest 
blessings often com to people through being thrown 
upon their own resources—and God. Is not our faith 
equal to this strain ? 


ie 


The Daily Altar 
By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 


December at to December 27 


MON.—Most — God, I pray that thou wilt sanctify 
my ambitions, t not my life be spent in aiming at false and 
unworthy ends. Let me keep mine eyes upon the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ. Let my quest be for the eternal. 


TUES.—Holy Father, wilt thou enlarge my heart to make 
room for my fellows? Let me be as a free in which many 
birds shall find hospitality and rest. Let me look not only 
upon my own things, but also upon the things of others. De- 
liver me from the bondservants of self. 


WED.—Eternal God, thy blessing makes my blessedness, 
and thy peace ensures my rest. I turn to thee now for the 
baptism of thy grace. Let me be a partaker of the divine 
—- and let me do my work in the strength of the Bread of 

ie. 


‘THURS.—Most gracious Lord, I bless thee that my little day 
can be filled with eternal meaning. Teach me how to live for 
immortality even while I am earning my daily bread. Let 
even my trifles beat with the pulse of my Saviour’s purpose. 
Let to me to live be Christ. 


FRI.—Prince of Peace, I pray that the strife that prevails 
among men may come to an end. Destroy our divisions. 
May our misunderstandings be banished and our jealousies 
ended ! 


SaT.—Almighty God, I thank thee for the privilege of kin- 
ship and communion with thee. Wilt thou feed.me every 
moment with seasonable food? Let me not grow faint in the 
way, or stumble in my service. Let me-have strength and to 
spare ; let me be a cup running over. 


SuN.—Heavenly Father, I bless thee for the love that knows 
no end. I thank thee that thy love abides both night and day. 
Help me to believe in its sustaining presente, and to work in 
its life-giving strength. I thank thee for (thy mercies, and I 
pray for a deeper spirit of unselfish devotion. 








eatbninemtemmnmaseniees ——— 














LESSON FOR DECEMBER 27 (Review) 








esr the bewildered old woman in the nursery tale, 
the attendant upon the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America wonders 

be I." 
he can scarcely write. For he has seen united Amer- 
ican Protestantism actually take steps which even the 
most sanguine prophet of Christian unity had thought 


sf I 
He is so busy rubbing his amazed eyes that 


would require generations to achieve. It is a time to 
sing a new Battle Hymn of the Kingdom, with a hal- 
lelujah chorus, and an oft-recurring refrain, : 


** Our God is Marching On.”’ 


The fact of the existence of the Council itself is the 
biggest piece of news in the history of American 
Christendom, The newspapers have not understood, 
and even the great mass of church members seem to 
be unaware of the significance of this epochal occa- 
sion. It means that the day long predicted by the 
prophets, and long prayed for by countless saints, has 
at last drawn near: the leading Protestant churches 
of America have officially—and the nub of the whole 
matter lies in that word oficially—federated for serv- 
ice. .The Council which convened December 2 in 
Philadelphia, the city where, a century and a quarter 
ago, the American colonies federated for mutual help- 
fylness and common defense and service, marks a 
new era in the life of the western churches. 


Eighteen Million Christians Represented 

In a first reading one can scarcely grasp the fact, 
which President William Henry Roberts stated in his 
opening address to the four hundred and fifty dele- 
gates appointed officially by the denominations, and 
two thousand visitors, that ‘* This Council stands offi- 
cially for thirty-two denominations, eighteen millions 
of communicants, a majority of the inhabitants of the 
United States, and a world-wide Christian work."’ 
The -casual observer--might miss the tremendous 
weight of this, and be more impressed with the thou- 
sand-voiced, white-robed choir, with its black cross 
of male singers against the larger company of young 
women, which filled the great stage of the Academy 
of Music ; but even he, if aware of who’s who, would 
have detected an unusual import in the presence of 
such an extraordinary aggregation of leaders in Chris- 
tian thought and work. Bishops, famous preachers, 
editors, great laymen the money value of whose time 
would make an interesting computation, and a host of 
lovers of the kingdom of heaven on earth, were con- 
stant in attendance upon the sessions. 

Amazed, incredulous, almost uncompreheriding, one 
sat through sessions where actions were taken..that 
assure the doing of the Church’s great modern work 
in a great and. modern way ;-and ail the while the 
most reassuring evidence that things were really. what 

.they seemed:.was this body of strong men,. alert, 
interested, earnest, .There were men of national 
reputation in that gathering who never participated in 
the proceedings, except to vote. 

‘* But what did the meeting.do?’’ is the character- 
istically American question. A proper one in this 
case, for definite actions were even a more important 
part of the program than the setting up of ideals and 
the proclamation of leavening principles. The genius 
of the Federation is practical effort : it is not a Chris- 
tian union on the basis of creed, but Christian co- 
operation in all matters of deed. And the first and 
overpowering and most definite accomplishment of 
the Council was its own creation at Philadelphia last 
week. True, the authority for so doing was received, 
in specific terms, from the highest ecclesiastical courts 
of thirty-two denominations ; but the deed itself was 
done in this convention. Henceforth, our much-di- 
vided American Protestantism is one. in -officially 
announced aim, and one in organized effort. With a 
new meaning Christians may sing, as they go forward 
to conquests more in keeping with their powers : 

** We are not divided, 
All one body we.”’ 


Out of the chaos of sometimes competing unde- 
nominational organizations,. the Federation has under- 
taken to bring something like order. One of the first 
series of resolutions adopted really established the 
Federation as a sort of clearing-house for independent 
religious or charitable bodies, whose imprimatur the 
litter“ nrust ‘have if they hope to appeal to thie‘churches 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 






Christian Unity in Deed, 
The Story of the Epochal First Federal Council of the Churches 


for aid. There is a longer reach to this paragraph 
than appears at first glance: ‘‘ Resolved, that all 
organizations asking regular financial assistance from 
the churches be requested to file an annual statement 
of receipts and expenditures with the executive com- 
mittee of the Federal Council, together with a brief 
outline of methods employed."’ There are not a few 
organizations and causes, dependent upon Christian 
support, which will either alter their methods or go 
out of existence if they must be wiséd by the Federa- 
tion. Of course, the Council gave hearty and grateful 
approval to the interdenominational organizations like 
the Sunday-school, Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion, Christian Endeavor, etc., which have done much 
to prepare the way for the present broader and more 
official co-operative work of the Federation, 

Another grave and delicate problem of the churches 
fearlessly handled was the question of denominational 
rivalry in home missions. It was freely admitted and 
deplored, by officials whom one would expect to find 
as defendants of the old order, that many communi- 
ties are overchurched, even while others are over- 
looked. That this has caused waste of money contri- 
buted, often at a sacrifice, for aggressive mission work, 
that it has stifled the spirit of simple religion in many 
places, and that it has deterred many men from en- 
tering the ministry, was repeatedly stated, often with 
details given. One speaker frankly declared that the 
dearth of candidates for the ministry is no evil, for so 
long as hundreds of men are being starved on over- 
churched fields, there is no need of recruits for their 
ranks. After a full and friendly airing of this whole 
subject, no man venturing to defend the abuses born 
of denominational rivalry, it was agreed to request the 
denominational home boards to get together ‘‘ in order 
that financial wastefulness may be stopped, unseemly 
rivalry eliminated, and earnest co-operation secured."’ 

Everybody knows that the foreign mission field has 
set an example to Christendom in the matter of comity 
and federation. This Council was avowedly modeled, 
in imvortant particulars, upon the lines of the Shang- 
hai conference, So it was with peculiar interest that 
persons present awaited the debate upon the foreign 
mission resolutions ; and debate there was, of course, 
or rather, one-minded discussion, upon all these great 
themes. The Council endorsed all the co-operative 
Christian movements in mission lands. It unquali- 
fiedly declared itself as opposed. to the extension of 
our Western ecclesiastical divisions among the native 
Christians ; and a hope for a single native church in 
every mission land was freely expressed. The lofty 
spirit of willingness to submerge all gain and glory 
for one’s own denomination, in the gain and glory of 
Christ's Kingdom, was a high note kept continuously 
vibrating. How gréat was this stirrender may be re- 
called when there was no objection made to the 
repeated suggestion that even theological seminaries— 
those conservators of denominational doctrines and 
polities—should be merged on the foreign field. 
Union educational institutions were formally ap- 
proved. 


The Industrial Problem Grappled With 

Again the Council touched high-water mark in its 
utterance upon the industrial problem. This docu- 
ment is to be published broadcast as the voice of the 
Church upon the labor question. The ringing words 
of the speakers, and the intense sense of a grave 
crisis on the part of the delegates, may be passed 
over to make room for a few excerpts from. this report 
presented by Dr. Frank Mason North, and made the 
formal expression of the Council. Starting out with 
the bold affirmation that ‘‘the complex problems of 
modern industry can be interpreted and solved only 
by the teachings of the New Testament, and that 
Jesus Cnrist is final authority in the social as in the 
individual life,’’ the report enters the timely reminder 
that ‘‘the interest of the Church in. men is neither 
recent nor artificial. ... In the mighty task of put- 
ting conscience and justice and love into a ‘Chris- 
tian’ civilization, the Church, with all its splendid 
achievements, has sometimes. faltered. But it has 
gone: farther and suffered more, .a thotsandfold, to 
accomplish this end than any other organized force 
the world has ever known."’ 

The report advised the Church to establish courses 
in social questions in theological seminaries and in 
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her schools and colleges, as well as reading courses 
on the same subject in local congregations ; also to 
‘*modify its own equipment and procedure in the 
interest of more democratic administration and larger 
social activity ; that more generally in her buildings 
provision be made for the service of the community, 
as well as for the public worship of God ; that in its 
councils of direction workingmen be welcomed, and 
the wisdom of the poor be more freely recognized ; 
that in its assemblies artificial distinctions be rebuked 
and removed ; that in its financial management the 
commercial method, if it exist, be replaced by the 
principles of the gospel as set forth in the Epistle of 
James, to the end that the workers and the poor, vastly 
in the majority in the United States, may ever find 
the church as homelike as the Union hall, more at- 
tractive than the saloon, more tolerant of their aspira- 
tions than the political club, more significant of the 
best which in heart and life they seek than any other 
organization or institution which claims to open to 
them opportunity or ventures to offer them incentives 
to the better life,’’ 


What the Church Stands For 


The enlarged conception ‘of the mission of the 
Church which to-day dwells in the hearts of her leaders 
is revealed by the categorical affirmation of the 
Council that to us it seems that the churches must 
stand— 


‘*For equal rights and complete justice for all men in 
all stations of life. 

‘*For the right of all men to the opportunity for self- 
maintenance, a right ever to be wisely and strongly safe- 
guarded against encroachments of every kind. 

‘* For the right of workers to some protection against the 
hardships often resulting from the swift crises of industrial 
change. 

‘* For the principle of conciliation and arbitation in in- 
dustrial dissensions. 

‘*For the protection of the worker from dangerous 
machinery, occupational disease, injuries and mortality. 

‘* For the abolition of child labor. 

** For such regulation of the conditions of toil for women 
as shall safeguard the physical and moral health of the 
community, 

‘* For the suppression of the ‘sweating system.’ 

‘* For the gradual and reasonable reduction of the hours 
of labor to the lowest practicable point, and for that degree 
of leisure for all which is a condition of the highest human 
life. 

‘** For a release from employment one day in seven. 

‘** For a living wage as a minimum in every industry and 
for the highest wage that each industry can afford. 

‘*For the mast equitable division of the products of in- 
dustry that can ultimately-be devised. 

‘*For suitable provision for the old age of the workers 


. and for those incapacitated by injury. 


‘**For the abatement of poverty.’’ 


Akin to the labor problem, as handled by the 
Council, was the immigration question, with ad- 
dresses by such experts as Stelzle, Steiner, and 
Grose. This convention clearly saw the bigness and 
immediateness of these new conditions confronting 
the Church to-day,-and it may fairly be said that 
its action was adequate. The pivotal spots in the re- 
ligious and social organization of our time—the Sun- 
day-school, the public school, the theological semi- 
nary, the home—were touched upon daily. The 
Sunday-school resolutions, presented by Chairman 
Hartshorn, urged a chair of Sunday-school pedagogy 
in every seminary ; approved teacher-training confer- 
ences, the graded lessons, and the publication of a 
group of choice Bible texts. 

The Federal Council naturally perfected its own 
permanent organization, with Bishop Hendrix, of the 
Southern Methodist Church, as first president, and a 
large executive committee to act for the Council be- 
tween .its quadrennial conventions. Provision was 
made also for the extension of state and local federa- 
tions, and for the general putting into effect of the 
will of the churches, as expressed by this monu- 
mental gathering. If the permanent officefs prove 
equal to. their task, then a new day has dawned for 
organized Christianity in, America, a day that must 
glad the heart of every wide-awake lover of the King- 
dom ; and, the heart of the Head of the Church him- 
self, as he sees his prayer being answered after al 
these centuries. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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it will be the purpose of these two writers to show, week by week, in the coming year’s lessons. 


Dr, Mackie, Orientalist 
By G. E. White, D.D., Dean of Anatolia College, 
Marsovan, Turkey 


YEAR or two ago Dr, James Robertson, for 
thirty years the able Hebrew Professor in Glas- 
gow University, was discussing the interpreta- 

tion of the Old Testament with a caller, when the 
latter ventured the remark that after a long residence 
in the Orient the ordinary literary critic of the Scrip- 
tures seemed to him deficient in ‘‘Orienfalism,’’ if 
that word be allowed. Professor Robertson stopped 
in walking about his study, and with emphatic gesture 
gave his approval to this view. He regarded the docu- 
nientary criticism of the Old Testament as established 
in its main outlines, yet he wrote as follows in the 
preface of his able +‘ Early Religion of Israel"’ : 

‘I spent some dozen years—the years of life also 
during which one receives the most lasting impres- 
sions—in familiar intercourse with Orientals on the 
very borders of Palestine, where it would have been 
easy, so to speak, to get models for Old Testament 
portraits. When I found simple, unlettered people, 
with crude enough moralities and no lack of super- 
stition, reasoning and talking like Old Testament 
characters, drawing the widest generalizations from 
the smallest incidents, and withal carrying about. a 
habit of religion that commanded reverence, it never 
occurred to me-to explain similar combinations or in- 
consistencies in Old Testament characters by con- 
trary’ traditions ; nor'did it seem at all incredible that 

a high tone of religious conception should be found in 
when might appear a primitive and rude age. In 
reading the Old Testament Scriptures, I seemed to be 
holding converse with living men ; and I came:to the 
conclusion: that the best. way to understand a book is 
to be in sympathy with the man that wrote it.’’ 

The Church of Scotland in Beyrout, Syria, where 
‘Professor Robertson ministered for twelve years in’ his 
early manhgod, has now been presided over for many 
years by Dr. George M. Mackie, and the readers of 
The Sunday School Times are to be congratulated that 
they are having Dr. Mackie’s Oriental Lesson Lights 
from week to week. 

Dr. Mackie represents the fine flower of Scottish 
Christianity in deep spirituality, keen intellect and 
genial humor. He is a missionary of the Established 
Church of Scotland to the Jews, which maintains 
stations in the Levant at Salonica, Constantinople, 
Smyrna, Beyrout, and Alexandria, and as head of the 


mission work in Beyrout he has many executive duties ~ 


in addition to those of his pastorate. Those of us who 
attended the great Brummana Conference in 1901 
will not soon forget Dr. Mackie’s winsome personality, 
his efficiency as a committeeman, or the way in which 
he carried us with him into heavenly places at the 
table of our common Lord, at which he ministered 
with Douglass Thornton of Africa,—-the latter, alas, 
having already finished his ministry on earth. During 
the sessions of that conference it was my good fortune 
to be Dr. Mackie’s tent-mate, and I remember his 
industry in giving his night hours to the preparation 
of articles for Hastings’ Dictionary of the Bible. 

Any reference to my tent-mate in the presence of 
his acquaintances calls forth expressions of warm 
appreciation: They love to tell of his influence 
through his church over the large American colony in 
Beyrout, of his being selected to setile difficult ques- 
tions or reconcile rival parties, and that he is, above 
all else, a preacher. His sermons are remembered, 
and people are helped to bear their own bonds by 
recalling how he pointed out that Paul before Agrippa 
referred rather impatiently to ¢hese bonds, whereas 
when, ripened and chastened, he wrote to the Philip- 
pians, he speaks of them repeatedly and almost lov- 
ingly as my bonds. 

Dr. Mackie could hardly be a Scotchman and an 
Aberdonian without being a scholar; and, to say 
nothing of other positions offered or open to him, he 
has come very near an election to the chair of He- 
brew in the University of Aberdeen. Like every true 
missionary, he has studied his people and his parish, 


and so our friend is at home with the children of 
Israel, with the people of the Old Testament, and with 
Palestine, on the border of which he has lived for so 
many years. It was this intimate knowledge of the 
country that led to his selection as the writer of a 
number of articles in Hastings’ Dictionary, treating 
subjects connected with the geography of Palestine. 
He is also the author of a book entitled «‘ Bible Man- 
ners and Customs,’* in which about five hundred texts 
are illustrated from present-day life in the Orient. 

The history contained in the Old Testament was 
enacted, and its record was put down, among Oriental 
people. Therefore, it is not only necessary that for- 
eigners should master certain facts, but its atmosphere, 
its hue, its point of view, require a degree of explana- 
tion that they may be correctly grasped by Occiden- 
tals. Dr. H, Clay Trumbull was one of the first to 
recognize this fact, and The Sunday School Times has 
long been one of the leading agencies for interpreting 
the Oriental character of the Scriptures to students in 
the Occident. Again I congratulate its readers that 
they have Dr. Mackie’s learning placed at their dis- 
posal in exposition of the way in which God chose 
actually to reveal himself to our sinful and needy 
human race. 


Sede 
Charles Stelzle, Apostle of Labor 


Whose “ Lesson<Light on Social Problems ” will 
apply the teachings of the lessons in 1909 to 
the. present-day economic situation. 


T IS significant of the changed times in which we 
live that the great doers in the nation are not 
usually occupants of public office. Thanks to our 

wonderful ciyilization, anybody can reach. everybody 
from anywhere. It is possible for the humblest per- 
son to become a great factor in the national develop- 
ment. In these instances may be hidden the Ameri- 
can romance. A conspicuous case in point is that of 
Charles Stelzle, the church and labor man who has 
become recognized as one of the considerable factors 
in present-day American life. 

Stelzle’s story is possible only in this land. He is 
a child of the New York tenements, and knows that 
life from bitter personal experience. As a boy pedler 
and newspaper vender on the streets, and as a child- 
slave in a tenement cigar factory, he learned that 
profound sympathy with one dark side of industrial 
conditions which gives a vital nature to all his later 
utterances, In.the machine shops of the Hoe Print- 
ing Press Company he learned his trade as a jour- 
neyman machinist, and through those apprentice years 
he acquired the viewpoint of the American mechanic. 

Now, in a place of power which he has made for 
himself, Stelzle is waging a fight for the great Ameri- 
can ideal,—the ideal which means more to the man 
on Third Avenue than to the man on Fifth Avenue ; 
more to the child of the immigrant than to the de- 
scendant of the Mayflower voyager. It is scarcely to 
be denied that the old-time democracy is disappear- 
ing. Equality, fraternity, and liberty, which have 
made the American government the Utopia of all the 
oppressed peoples of the earth, are passing away, to 
be supplanted by a clearly-articulated class system. 

That is the tide that Stelzle is fronting ; therein lies 
the deeper meaning of all his work. He wages war 
against class consciousness. The fact cannot be 
blinked that the workingmen as workingmen are 
solidifying their ranks, while the employers as em- 
ployers, and those allied with their interests, are like- 
wise drawing together, all unconsciously, perhaps, 
into a distinct class. Thoughtful Americans every- 
where are asking whether there is to be an aristocracy 
at the top of our social system, resting inevitably upon 
the laboring class below. 

To avert this undesirable condition, so far as may 
be possible, and to retain the fine old American fash- 
ion which made one man as good as another, is the 
goal of Steizle’s labors. His method is simple ; it is 
to get the classes together, and to help each to believe 
the best of the other. There can be no solution of 
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the comprehensive industrial problem until, in mutual 


, em er and employee come to under- 
pm pal rong a to work together for some com- 


mon goal. To this end both must be under 
the melting and fusing power of the i 
ile religious phrase to Nazareth enter. It is no 


** labor's Pet ean but better, he is human- 
ity’s Champion. 

Briefly narrated, Stelzle’s to his present 
erg a is as follows: On the East Side of New 

ork he became a member of the church, and inter- 
ested in mission work. He studied as a Christian 
worker at the Moody Institute in Chicago.; Later he 
came into somewhat general notice for his successful 
work at Markham Memorial Church in St. Louis. He 
speedily made this a workingman’s church, — no 
longer a mission, but a self-respecting and self-sup- 
porting church. Perforce, the Presbytery made a 
fully accredited minister of Stelzle, even though he 
had not taken the regulation theological course. He 
had, however, succeeded in a practical ministry which 
would baffle more learned men. 

From the Markham Memorial experience, which 
was as a laboratory of Christian sociology, he reported 
the results of his experiments and observations to the 
world through articles in The Sunday School Times 
and elsewhere. The note of sanity and mastery of 
his subject so apparent in these articles quickly at- 
tracted attention to the young mechanic-preacher. 

Thus it came about that the Presbyterian Church 
called him, purely as an experiment, to undertake, as 
he might deem best, the huge task of bringing the 
church and the laboring men into closer sympathy. 
How well he succeeded in that is known to all persons 
familiar with present-day religious history. As he 
addressed the fadividual « churches they found in his 
message a present vital note. Through voice and pen 
Stelzle succeeded in bringing one big denomination 
face to face with a living question of applied Chris- 
tiani 

Of methods he has many. He has succeeded, for. 

instance, in having fraternal delegates appointed by 
the ministerial unions and central labor -ynions.:of 
more than a hundred cities. A. representative of the 
ministerial union sits as an honorary member in’ the 
councils of the labor union, and a labor union man is 
appointed to meet with the ministers. 
‘Labor Memorial Sunday is ‘another ‘device of 
Stelzle’s for bringing the church and the workingmen 
together. Formerly it-was observed on the Sunday 
before Labor Day. Now, by appointment of the 
American Federation of Labor, it is on the Sunday 
nearest to Memorial Day. In many places labor 
unions attend services in a body, and preachers pro- 
claim to them the gospel of the Workingman. 

Hundreds of shop campaigns, or gospel meetings 
conducted at the noon hour in workshops, have been 
inaugurated by Stelzle.. He himself has addressed 
hundreds of meetings of labor unions. In addition, 
he has arranged and addressed the largest meetings 
of laboring men ever held in this country, in connec- 
tion with the meetings of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church. The twelve thousand men 
who gathered in the convention auditorium in Kansas 
City last May constituted not only the largest labor 
gathering ever held, but the largest meeting ever 
convened under the auspices of the General Assembly. 

More important than all these great achievements, 
however, has been Stelzle’s service with his pen. He 
has the directness and simplicity and sincerity of the 
unprofessional writer ; he has never cultivated a liter- 
ary ‘‘style,’’ but simply has said the thing that was 
in his mind to say. Leading religious papers have 
frequently published his writings, but most impor- 
tant of all have been his syndicated articles appear- 
ing weekly for four years past in more than three 
hundred labor papers of the country. These have 
enabled him to wield an influence second to no other 
upon the laboring men of America. 

Stelzié has a masterly grasp of the labor problem. 
He knows it from more viewpoints than any other 
man. He himself is known to myriads of working- 
men who know little and care less about the Presby- 
terian Board of Home Missions, Stelzle they know, 
because he has a vital message to speak in their own 
language. So-successful has been Fis work that the 
Board of Home Missions has asked him to take charge 
of its new department of immigration. Withal, he 
still keeps close to people. He is unprofessionally a 
friend of the everyday man. The workingman knows 
that, although he has exchanged the vise and the lathe 
for the pulpit, he is still a workingman ‘* on the job."" 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 27. FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW (READ PRov. 4 


Golden Text: Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.—Proverbs 4 : 23 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times} 


Getting Started in Class 


HEN God intends to do a certain thing, is it 
safe to believe that he usually carries out his 
pu , or not? Yes, it is; but what does 

God som es allow to hinder, or delay, his plans? 
-The wrong-doing, stubbornness, and sin, of his own 
‘ children, such as we who are here in this class. Over 
and over again God’s plans have been interfered with 
or delayed or even rejected, by those upon whom the 
working. out of ‘his plans depended. - en he makes 
other plans, and -still others, always allowing us to 
have.a — in them if we are willing, until finally. he 
brings to pass just what he set out todo. How fool- 
ish and wrong and useless it is to fight against Ged’s 
—¥ and tothink: we know better than he what is 
or us! 
God had a great purpose for the people of Israel,— 
the. — purpose he ever had for any race in the 
world. What was it? It was simply this: that they 


should be the means of blessing the whole world by - 


peneieg, the whole world to know God as they knew 
him. hat do you remember of the start and early 
events of this people? (Call out the facts, briefly, 
from Abraham to the entry into Canaan.) 

After they were getting well settled in Canaan, 
and living successfully under the rulers called the 
‘* Judges,” they got the notion that they wanted to 
be like other nations; and have aking. And that is 
the point at which our lessons commenced last July. 
Suppose we start there, and have a six-months’ re- 
view to-day. 


The Review Itself 


Weare going to look at—how many years in Israel's 
life?: It was 1103 B.C. when Israe gan begging 
Samuel for a king; it was 983 B. C. when Solomon 

‘died:* How long between? And how many kings 

‘have we tostudy, and who were they ?. (Saul, David, 
Solomon.) Perhaps vou never before realized that 
Israel was a united kingdom for only a little over a 
hundred years, and had only three kings in her history 
ruling the whole land. Under Solomon's successor, 
Rehoboam, the kingdom was divided, and never 
again united. So we will take a look at these three 
kings, and the nation as it was under them; and 
let us not forget to notice God's plans and purpose 
through it all. 

How were things with Israel before the first king 
arrived? What was God’s plan then? Mr. ‘Ridg- 
way’s first two paragraphs are very suggestive, just 
here. Evidently God’s des¢ for Israel was that she 
should zof bea kingdom, But she insisted; so he 
gave her her own way,—as we so often insist that he 
shall do with us,—and then he had to substitute a 
second-best plan for her, she having rejected his best. 

Touch briefly on the third quarter’s lessons: Saul 
chosen, Samuel’s warning, Saul’s failure, David's 
training begun, David’s severe tests, the friendshi 
that made David and his career, Saul’s pitiable end, 
and David’s start on the throne. 

God’s second-best for any one is better than any- 
thing we can choose for ourselves ; and there was 
still a bright future ahead. David began well, by 
honorin , and God made a wonderful promise 
to David : that the throne of his son should be estab- 
lished for ever. And then these facts stand out : 
David's great sin and greater forgiveness; the be- 

inning of the heart-breaking harvest from that sin, 
in the revolt of David’s sons; the renewal of David's 
trust in God; the start of Solomon's reign, with more 
in his favor than any earthly king ever had before, 
his own attitude and choice being ideal; Solomon's 
ublic honoring of God; then Solomon’s treason to 
od, foreshadowing the ruin of his nation. .What 
David and Solomon did for Israe!’s national life. and 
what made Solomon a failure, are discussed in Presi- 
dent Sanders’ first four paragraphs, and Professor 
Beecher’s last paragraph. 
Again God's plans were blocked by the failure of 
~ one of his children; but God’s great purpose could not 
be blocked. The throne of David and Solomon cul- 
minated in ‘‘The King Who Conquered,’’ whose 
birthday the whole world celebrated last Friday. 
And the whole world was blessed through Israel, as 
God promised it should be. That blessing is reach- 
ing out farther and farther every day. Are you and 
I going to do our part in spreading it, or are we go- 
ing to hang back and block it? Think of the stir- 
ring facts Mr. Pierson gives,—3,000 converts a week 
being won in non-Christian nations, and the mighty 
march of the Kingdom in India and Korea! Close 
withthe missionary challenge of Mr. Pierson’s article: 





shall we play the part of a David, or of a Saul or Solo- 
mon, in establishing the world-kingdom of David's 
Son, the King of the Jews? 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 

A bright and practicable review game for any class (page 

A premiebte school or class written review (Howard). 

A e examination on the quarter’s lessons (Foster, 6 
and following). 

The fact that one has done well is no guarantee against 
later failure (Gordon, 2-4): 

A question - investigation of the facts of the quarter 
(Foster, 1-5). 


‘We must keep on choosing, every day of our lives (Gor- . 


don, 6, 7). 
The ‘general trend of a man’s life, not his exceptional 


‘act, should determine our judgment of him (Gordon, last 
- two paragraphs). 


4 
Titles and Golden Texts 


1. Davip BRINGS THE ARK TO JERUSALEM (2 Sam. 6). 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 
his courts with praise (Psa. 100: 4). 
2. .Gop'’s Promise To Davin (1 Chron. 17). 

There hath not: failed one word of all his good 
promise (1 Kings 8 : 56). 
3. Davip’s KinDNEss TO JONATHAN'S Son (2 Sam. 9g). 

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for- 
giving each other (Eph. 4 : 32). 

4. THE Joy oF ForGivengss (Psa. 32). 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered (Psa. 32: 1). 

5. .ApsaLom Resets Acainst Davin (2 Sam. 15). 

Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long in the land which Jehovah thy God 
giveth thee (Exod, 20 : 12). 

6. Davin Grievrs For ABSALOM (2 Sam. 18). 
A foolish son is a grief to his father (Prov. 17 : 25). 
7. Tue Lorp our SHEPHERD (Psa. 23). 

Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want (Psa. 
$3 °=.3) 
8. Sotomon ANoINTED KincG (1 Kings 1: 1 to 2: 12). 

Know thou the God of thy father, and serve him 
with a perfect heart and with a willing mind (1 Chron. 
28 : 9). 

9. Wor.p’s TEMPERANCE SunDAY (Isa. 28 : 1-13), 

I buffet my body, and bring it into bondage (1 Cor. 
Q : 27). 

10. SoLtomon CuHooses Wisvom (1 Kings 3 : 4-15). 

The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom 
(Prov. 9: 10). 

11. SOLOMON DEDICATES THE TEMPLE (1 Kings 8). 

I was glad when ap said unto me, Let us go unto 
the house of Jehovah (Psa. 122: 1). 


12. CpHRristmMas Lesson (Luke 2 : 8-20). 
For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord (Luke 2: 11). 


Or, SoLtomon’s DownFALL (1 Kings 11 : 4-13). 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me (Exod. 
20 : 3). 
13. REVIEW. 
Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life (Prov. 4 : 23). 
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The Review in Twelve Sentences 
By Henry F. Cope 


1. When we get to ey-oapay that God is depeydent 
on us we are apt to take a lesson in our dependence 
on him. 

2. Heaven knows our honest desires as well as 
our outer deeds. 

3. Little deeds of love are long lived. 

4 Confession is the only cure for a disturbed 
conscience. 

5. The blind father does not make the obedient 
son, 

6. Those who are too busy to care fir their chil- 
dren will some day be too busy with bitter cares for 
their children. 

7. There's a wonderful distance from ‘** My Shep- 
herd” to **Our Father.” 

& Nothing makes larger demands on wisdom 
than the exercise of power over men. 

9. Virtue is victory. 

10. He alone is fit for any sovereignty who dilt- 
gently seeks wisdom to serve. 

iz. There ts only one thing that adorns a church, 
and that ts the eet utes J service of tts people. 

ra. If you would have the heavenly joy of Christ- 
mas you must-také heaven's way of self-giving. 


The Facts of the Quarter 
By Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


HE dates in this article are based on the Bible 
numbers as they stand. To reduce them tothe 
Assyrian chronology now current, subtract fifty- 

one in each case. Many other writers, of course, give 
dates differing from these. 

Lesson 1.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem: 
The ark was the principal emblem of the religion of 
Jehovah, After aves pros repentance (2 Sam. 12), 


‘when his conquests had made him sovereign from 


Egypt to the Euphrates (1 Chron. 13 : 5), he rescued 
the ark from roertggig 6 and res it to its ancient 
position of glory. is first attempt was careless, 
and he was rebuked by the shocking death of Uzzah. 
His later attempt was obedient and successful. Per- 
haps about 1042 B. C, 


Lesson 2.— God's Promise to David: Through 
David's conquests Jehovah has fulfilled his ancient 
promise to ales Israel rest, and he has chosen Jert- 
salem as the place for his name. In view of this 
David neem to build Jehovah a house; that is, a 
temple. In response Jehovah promises to build 
David a house; that is, to give him: an endless line 
of descendants, reigning in an eternal kingdom. 
ae: of these will build the temple. Perhaps 1041 
B. C. 


Lesson 3.—David's Kindness to Jonathan's Son: 
After David’s repentance for*his great sin he was 
aroused to the remembrance of his old friend Jona- 
than, apparently by a spiritual impulse like that 
which aroused him to his religious duties. Wisely 
and thoughtfully he provided for Jonathan’s son 
Mephibosheth. Perhaps 1042 B. C. 

Lesson 4.—TZhe Joy of Forgiveness: The lesson 
is a psalm which deals with the experiences of a per- 
son suffering the pangs of remorse for unconfessed 
sin, but afterward confessing his sin to God, and joy- 
fully receiving forgiveness. If we count this as the 
experience of David after his great sin, the date of 
the experience is perhaps about 1042 B.C., and that 
of the psalm somewhat later. ~ 

Lesson 5.—Adsalom Rebels Against David: 
Doubtless David’s repentance was not for one sin 
alone, but for all his sins. _ It was thorough, and God 
accepted it, but the wrong deeds he had done con- 
tinued to bear their bad fruit. Following his evil 
example his sons were guilty of the crimes of lust and 
murder. While David was piously preparing for the 
temple, Absalom and A4ithophel were conspiring to 
rob him of his throne. The rebellion was so skil- 
fully a that it broke out at once in all parts 
of Israel. erhaps in April, 1023 B. C. 

Lesson 6.—David Grieves for Absalom: Absa- 
lom’s vanity gave David time to take measures 
against the rebellion. In the battle his veterans out- 
classed Absalom’s militia. The victory was com- 
plete, but it was a sorrow to David, and’ not a joy. 
Perhaps 1023 B. C. 

Lesson 7.—7he Lord Our Shepherd: Accordin 
to the psalm titles, the time of David’s most dread- 
ful misfortune, the time when he fled from Absalom, 
was also the time of his deepest and sweetest experi- 
ence of religious trust (Psalms 3 and 4, for example). 
Perhaps the Twenty-third Psalm belongs to this 
date, though its value does not depend on that. 

Lesson 8.—Solomon Anointed King: The rebel- 
lion of Absalom was followed by that of Sheba, the 
son of Bichri. Later in the year David became so ill 
that he took no further interest in affairs. The anti- 
Solomon Rey reinforced by Joab and Abiathar, 

roclaimed Adonijah ; but they were thwarted by 
athan and Bathsheba, who at last succeeded in 
arousing David. Perhaps 1023 B. C. 

Lesson 10.—Solomon Chooses Wisdom: —— 
permits the new king to choose a gift for himself. 
Solomon, conscious of his inexperience and of the 
bore of his responsibilities, asks that he may be 
made attentive and intelligent in his administrative 
and judicial duties. Jehovah, pleased, Yo gaa also 
success and greatness. Perhaps 1022 B. C. 

Lesson 11.— Solomon Dedicates the Temple: The 
temple was the greatest of Solomon’s great achieve- 
ments,—a splendid monument, standing for the an- 
cient idea that the one people of Jehovah should have 
one place of national worship. Perhaps tori B. C. 

Lesson 12.—Solomon’s Downfal/: With all his 
greatness and success, Solomon was relatively a fail- 
ure; as all men are who exalt elegance, luxury, cul- 
ture, above piain morals andreligion. In particular, 
his ‘‘high places " practically made his temple a 
nullity. Perhaps 1003 to 983 B.C. 

Ausurn, N. Y. 
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Six Truths 
By S. D. Gordon 


HERE are six truths that stand out big as one 
ponders this quarter's story, and they make the 
quarter well worth going over again just to get 

them riveted tightly into one’s heart anew. 

First is this: A high-water mark morally is no 
guarantee nst the tide running out, with a rush, 
to a miserably low ebb, with sticky, mushy mud that 
threatens to suck im, and pull you clear under 
until the life is choked out. Here are two 
water-marks in the lives of Israel’s two most promi- 
nent kings; a high mark in each that makes a new 

. record for highness; and a low mark that sets a rec- 
ord for low-downness. 

David's high tide stands out in Lessons 1, 2, and 3. 
His low tide is in between 3 and 4, down so low that 
it isn’t in sight in this quarter’s sheet. There is just 
a dark black gap which the lesson arrangers kindly 
leave like an unmarked grave. The very absence of 
it in the schedule seems to make it uglier. 

Solomon's high mark is in 10 and 11, and his miser- 
able, poisonous marshes, full of n ooze and slime 
and ing things, are in r2. t him that thinketh 
he standeth keep a keen eye, and the hi in his 
knee in constant exercise, or he may be fin him- 
self using his body for a measuring-stick full length 
on the ground, face down, before he knows how it 
ae none 

en the second truth comes in close behind to 
help the man whose tide is on the run-out. No mat- 
ter how low your moral tide runs out, there is a new 
high tide for you ahead if—but you need to under- 
score that ‘‘if” a couple of times,—if you'll yield to 
the by A influences that control all tides (4). David 
rose from out of the immoral depth up to a new 
height; the moment he realized the awful break he 
swung clear around, But the wise man proved a 
fool, and net even a bright fool, at the point where he 
needed his wisdom most. No matter how low down 
a man gets, he is never beyond the power of a clean, 
clear pull all the way up,—if he will. 

That brings us at once to the third truth: Choice 
must be daily. You must keep choosing to choose 
the thing you have chosen if you mean to stick to it. 

‘There is some one constantly at work to change your 
choice. If you have made the great choice of right 
in your life, you must choose daily to stick to your 
choice; for the evil one is trying all.the time to at- 
‘tack your choice at some weak spot; and ‘break it 
down. He is devilish in his patience and persistence. 

If you have chosen to.choose wrong—or,—put it the 
other way,—have chosen not to choose right, must 

, choose each day not to change the choice, if that is 
ithe way. you intend doing; for the, :blessed.Spirit is 


wooing you over toward the. right, with divine pa- 


tience and persistence, and the divine is more than 


the devilish. David chose right, then (in that ugly ° 


gap) reversed his choice, then swung clear back right 


again (4). Solomon made the wise choice (10), but 
didn’t choose to remain wise in choosing daily his 
first choice (12). The unit of life is da#/y, Keep each 


day's choosing up to standard. 

Truth number four serves as an emphatic under- 
scoring for number three: You are never free from 
the attacks of sin; no manisfree, The sin forces, 
horse and foot, artillery and sharp-shooters, and out- 
of-sight sappers, are besieging day and night. It was 
the leader of the ark revival (1) who sinned so badly; 
the man to whom God gave himself away in the 

at promise (2) who forgot God; the tender-hearted 
riend thinking of his dead friend (3) who proved 
traitorous to his loyal retainer, who would have died 
for his: sovereign, It was the wisest man (10) who 
ended his days a fool (12), condemned by his former 
wisdom (see Proverbs) and by his choice (10). It 
takes a working partnership of eye and knee (Matt. 
26 : 41) to stand steady. 

‘The fifth truth is a very tender one, and as strong 
as tender: there is always forgiveness (4); no matter 
how bad the sin, thereis forgiveness. You can never 

et so far away as not to find a road straight back. 
is always within hand’s touch; his love never 
failed any yyet. But—du/—remember now ahead 
of the possible sin-time as a caution, and after the 
sin-time as a humbling reminder,—/éhe forgiveness 
does not affect the sin, only the man, 

He may be blessedly forgiven and his wound be 
healed, his heart filled with joy and his tongue with 
singing, but—the sin goes right on its riotous way 
(5, 6). It is the same man who is making such sweet 
music in Lesson 4, who, afterward, is marching toa 
dirge of sobs in Lesson 5, and making such a heart- 
breaking wail in Lesson6. The sad undertone of 
the minor is never out of David's music after the 
great sin of his life. 

And the punctuation period at the end, that holds 
all the rest in, is this: A man’s life must be jud 
by its general drive or trend, not by the exceptional 
act. he black spot on a background of white, or a 
white spot on black, always catches the eye; yet it is 
less than the background. 

You mustn’t judge David by the one black spot, 
but by the white background of his life’s purpose. 
You can’t judge Solomon by the wise choice, nor the 
great dedicatory prayer, but by the deliberate dis- 


‘jhonor of sharing in the glorious success, 
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Solomon kept steadily sinking to lower moral levels. 


ept 
Not the impulse, tut the steady, even 
oun rte mnpaaria Te ee ee 


_@ 
The Progress of the Kingdom 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


T MUST have been a great inspiration to the 
Hebrews to know that Gud wished the estab- 
lishment of the kingdom in Canaan, and that he 

had plans for its future. Every king, every prophet, 
every soldier, every laborer, who worked in harmony 
with him, was helping to bring about God’s ideal. 

It is a still greater inspiration to the Christian to 
know that God desires, plans, and is determined 
upon the establishment of his ki in the whole 
world, and all who work with him and for him as 
preachers, teachers, lawgivers, or in any other capa- 
city, are helping to achieve that great end and will 
have a in the giorious results. In spite of all 
difficulties and the greatness of the task, the outcome 
is certain. 

Already there are more sure signs of progress than 
ever encouraged Saul or David or Solomon. Every 
week there are added to Christ’s followers more than 
three thousand converts from non-Christian nations. 
During the past ten — in India, while the u- 
— of the country has increased only two and one- 
has increased over thirty percent. In Korea last 
er Christians increased sixty percent, and in other 

elds also the kingdom is steadily extending. 

It is an infinitely more glorious privilege for a 
Christian to be helping in ’s spiritual kingdom 
than for David and Solomon to be rulers of Israel. 
That magnificent old missionary, Griffith John, who 
has been for fifty years in China says: 

‘*I thank God most devoutly that I am a mission- 

,»., and I desire to live and die in laboring for 
and suffering for Christ among the heathen. Oh, it 
is a glorious work! Think of the grandeur of our 
aim! ~ Our cry is,*China for Christ! India for Christ! 
Africa for Christ! the world for Christ!’ Is there a 
more soul-stirring prospect? Is not that‘an achieve- 
ment worthy of the best efforts of the church and of 
every Christian? ‘Think, too, of the unspeakable 
Young 
men, young women, think of it and be thankful that 
God calls you. to help. in, the,kingly work of extending 
his kingdom among men,” 


- 
A Review Question-Game 


The Sunday School Times wants to know about bright, 
interesting, and unusual methods of teaching the review 
lesson to a class or a school, The Editors will pay for 
brief descriptions of all such methods that they can use. 
They desire only plans that have been actually tried 
and proved successful. Here, for example, is a good 
one from Michigan. Let us hear from you about any 
review-plan, no matter how simple, that has helped 
your class or school, 


ERE is a practical idea for review lesson: Take 
sheets of bright-colored paper, cut them into 
strips, and upon each strip write a question on 

the lesson stories of the last quarter. If you wish 
the answers to be connected, the questions on the 
first lesson may be written on white slips, those on 
the next lesson on pink, and so on, till the various 
colors have been used. The class may then answer 
them in order. 

For a thorough test it is wiser to mix the slips 
well. Now draw a slip at random, reading the ques- 
tion aloud to the class. If the first boy is able to an- 
swer it, he receives the slip in question, and is credited 
with one point. If he fails, it passes down the class 
until the correct answer is given. The boy holding 
the largest number of slips at the close of the lesson is 
announced as the winner. A = may be given to 
him or not, as the teacher thinks best. 

This plan met with great success in a class of 
eight-year-old boys. The boys were very much in- 
terested, and gave the closest attention. here was 
quite a rivalry between them as to who could an- 
swer the most questions. : 

Out of nearly forty questions on the lives of David 
and Saul, only four were answered by the teacher, 
the others being answered by the class.—Azza S. 
De Pree, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


6 7 


One very helpfeel little ** tool” you will need. for next 
year’s lessons is a ‘*Chart of Paul's Journeyings.’’ It is 
so very complete, and yet so simple. I?s handy, too; folded 
into stiff covers, and easily used as a reference chart for the 
class. For 20 cents a copy will be mailed by The Sunday 
School Times Company. ‘ 


nt, the membership in the Christian church — 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Time.—For the six months we have been 
witnessing God's with the most remarkable 
ever on this earth. This is thé most interest- 

When our p 
ic un- 


ws laid down. by a heavenl ito: «Weis oer 
c rth tired of thei freedom nd 


’ to its rnin. The nation, 
under se leadership of Solomon, has turned its back 
on i 


—Did God intend to make a nation 


parallels between 
Israel and America are many and striking. Here 
we are a perfect republic under our ‘‘ judges.” We 
have just selected ‘‘ William” to be our jpdge for 
four years. Our laws are the laws of our Heavenly 
King. Up to now we have been true to him as a 
hen Israel came into Canaan every man 
could have a farm. hen Europe came to America 
every man could have a farm, and I think there 


-are still a few farms left. The savage Canaan- 


ites were in the ancient land, and sav: redskins 
held this modern one. We have been blessed and 
Se because up to now Jehovah has been our 


The Land.—What a wonderful bit of land Syria 
is. Just a little strip at the far end of the Great 
Sea. Here God set the original tribes to live and 
grow and prosper and spread. The waters of the 

ea were an easy highway to all the world. Through 
this land by caravan and past its doors by ship swept 
the rich trade of all the world. Even at this day it 
is the point of vantage in the East. At this very 
moment we find England sitting there (at Cyprus) 
with watchful eye and ready hand, the master of 
the sea. This spot where God placed Israel ‘was 
in the midst of the stream of wealth that flowed up 
and down between Egypt, Assyria, and the ancient 
world. 


Our Mission.—God has wonderful things in store 
for America. America has been true to —-up to 
now. Frederic Thompson, the New York showman 
of Luna Park fame, in an article on ‘‘ Amusing the 


‘Millions’”’ in.September Everybody’s, says the suc- 


cessful amusement enterprise must be run on, the 
same lines as a Sunday-school picnic, because. ‘* 95 
percent of the American people are good.” Off here, 
all alone by ourselves, God has had us in training all 
these years. 

In the past all the problems of history have been 
worked out on the shores of the Mediterranean. 
The United States of Israel would have been seated 
in the place of power and influence at the solution of 
those problems. That republic, under-its Heavenly 
King, would have been the blessing of the world. 

In the future the problems of history will be worked 
out on the shores of the Yellow Sea. And in spite 
of herself the United States of America is right there 
in the midst of it. For one day our fleet sailed into 
Manila Bay. We have never been able to get away. 
God has put us there. We must playour part. Our 
vor ironclads have just shown the Orient that the 

nited States is more than a name. While the great 

ple are awakening, our missionaries are “essa 
trating deeper and deeper into the awful darkness 
carrying healing for the sick, sight for the blind, food 
for the starving, and good news for those who are in 
despair. 


The Old Book.—Americans, this record was written 
for us. What God’s first Israel failed to do, the sec- 
ond Israel in America will not fail to do. Jesus 
Christ is our Captain. But America must open and 
read the Old Book God has given us for our guide 
and inspiration. This is what we go to Sunday- 
school for. 

God says rest one day in seven. If you overwork, 
typhoid fever may get you. Then you get well or 
die on the seventh, fourteenth, or twenty-first day. 
Because man is built on the seven-day plan. 

God says rest one year in seven. Men think they 
know more than the God who made them, and refuse 
to do it. So we have the rests unexpectedly, but un- 
failingly. We call them “panics,” and we have just 
been in one. How did you like it? 

God says every fiftieth year should be a year of 
jublilee. That original farm which got out of the 
family should come back. All the jails should be 
emptied, and everybody should have a new start and 
anew chance, How do you know it wouldn’t work? 


They said the Juvenile Court, which gives the bad 

boy another chance, wouldn’t work,—but it does. 
knows. 

and obey him. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


And we must ask him, study him, 





‘ ' Emerson bow 


‘ LESSON FOR DECEMBER 27 (Review) 


The Ilustration Round-Table~ - 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- - 
One. dollar. is. offered. anecdotal 


illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 
the best illustration used for each week's lesson. ‘The impor- 
tant conditions the acceptance of material, and the 
year’s lesson ' be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


God hag seee chovah is my shepherd ; I 
shall tweed n Lesson 7). A waggish 
fellow a destitute. woman plead- 


; Letciceens tartidageebe aines for aod ict 
a joke, and le 
them at her door. When questioned, the old woman 
insisted ong » gout te had 
after being here the 
stoutly insisted that it was in answer to her prayer. 
**The Devil mout a brung *em,” she admitted, ‘* but 
good Lord sont ’em jes’ de same.”—/oAn F, D/ud- 
ley, Hinton, W. Va. 


The — of Seeming Safety.— Woe to the crown 
of the pride of the drunkards of Ephraim (Lesson 
9, v. 1). You have noticed in the Ee nag lately that 
there have been a great many accide 
and I was interested the r day to read thata 

many of these accidents occur h the climb- 

ers being ignorant of the fact that a green slope is 
often more perilous than the slippery ice itself. The 
untrained climber is delighted when he comes toa 
piece of n — His suspicion is at an end, but 
the sed scientist says that there is nothing more 
dangerous. The grass is more slippery even than the 
ice, and if the slope is deep and there is a precipice 
at the end of it, the n patch betrays them to 
ruin. It is often like that in human life. When a 
man is in a certain set of circumstances that have 
in them manifest il he is on his guard; but you 
frequently deal with hollow things and h ritical 
= and perilous situations that look innocent. 
here is a way that seemeth reasonable, right, sound, 
safe, and the man is betrayed, and the end thereof are 
the ways of death.— W.. R. Clark, Manchester, Eng. 


Emerson’s Standard.— Keep thy heart with all dili- 
scar ; for out of it are the tssues of life (Golden 

ext for the A vcading One way evil enters the 
heart is through reading questionable books. Ralph 
Waldo Emerson once ‘lectured; before a certain club 
in Chicago. Its president said to him, ‘‘I regret 
that you were not here last week, Mr. Emerson. 
We were discussing Goethe’s 
have been happy to learn 





your views-of the book.” 
, but maintained a gracious ‘silence. 
His ‘interlocutor: was not content, but 
‘*What should you have said to us about it?” 
‘*Madam,” replied Emerson, ‘‘I have never felt that 
I had attaine 
to’ read that book.”— . Smith; Kinsale, Va. 
From The Deaconess Advocate. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


Guarding a Treasure.— Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence: for out of it are the issues of life (Golden Text 
or the Quarter). The Cullinan diamond, which 
weighs.a pound and a half, is now being prepared in 
Amsterdam to adorn the King of England's crown. 
After all the flaws have been removed, tie diamond 
will be handed to an expert polisher, who, with three 
assistants locked in a special room, will work évery 
day from seven in the morning until nine at night for 
a whole year to put the finishing touches on this 
jewel, which is worth about five million dollars. 
emarkable precautions to prevent theft are taken 
by the jewelers who have the work in charge. Every 
night the stone is conveyed by the manager, accom- 
— by ten fully armed men, to a strong room 
uilt of iron and cement walls three-fourths of an 
inch thick, inside of which are several secret sliding 
panels. Behind one of these, with its nine locks 
completely hidden from view, lies a tiny safe, in which 
the diamond is placed. If such labor and vigilance 
are necessary to prepare a om for an earthly crown, 
with what great care should the human heart be pre- 
pa and guarded that it may adorn the crown of 
im who is our Saviour and Lord ?— Zhe Rev. W. PR. 
Emerson, Bristow, lowa. From Farmand Fireside. 


The -Safeguard of -—Keep thy heart with all 
diligence ; for out of it are the tssues of life(Golden 
Text for the Quarter), The Rev. T. Reidd Howatt, 
describing a visit toa lighthouse on a high point of a 
wild and rocky coast, said: ‘‘I wanted to know about 
the oil that made the lamps burn so brightly. It was 
paraffin oil, the lighthouse keeper told me, and he 
showed me about acupful. He struck a match, and 
was bringing it near the.oil; when I gripped his hand. 
‘Take care,’ I said, ‘if that oil explodes there is 
enough to kill us all.’ ‘There would be,’ he said, 
‘if this was like most paraffin oil, but you won't find 
auy danger about this.’ And he took the lighted 
match and put it into the oil! And the oil put out 
the match as if it had been water, and didn't take fire 
itself. Then I learned that this was pure paraffin; 
and when paraffin is pure, quite pure, it gives the 
brightest light when it is used in the proper way for 
the lamp, but it won’t explode and do- harm as com- 
mon paraffin does when a light comes near it.” 
the heart that is impure catches fire at every tempta- 


provision came from she _ 


mts in the Alps, © 


and we should. 
jersisted : - 


the none of mind that qualified. me’ 
a 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


gives to all who’ really seek them us to over- 
come tem n, make our lives ‘‘as the shin- 
ing t shineth more and more unto the 
day.”— Florence Rachel. 

Taunton, Eng. From Sunday Magazine. 


_ 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


WRITTEN review is so useful, so 


popular, and 
so illuminating that 


ht to ¢ry it! Per- 
ou don’t now Sher good iek your 
teachers and their classes are doing. Here is a wa 
to find out. The following questions may be used, 
by dictating each, slowly, from your platform, 
on Review Sunday, pee | iven the school due 
notice at least a week ah ake sure that each 
od and teacher above the junior grade has a pencil 
an 


paper to use in the review. 
The Sunday School Times would like to publish 
the names of the ten schools attaining the highest 


axercas in answering these questions, Each paper 
should be marked on a scale of one hundred by an 
examining committee appointed by you as superin- 
tendent, and then the average for the school “should 
be determined by adding together the marks for all 
the papers, and dividing by the number of papers. 
If you have a hundred papers in the test, and the 
sum of marks earned is 8,400, the average for the 
school would be 84. 

Pupils shovld not receive any help at all from cone 
another or from teachers in the test, andthe examin- 
ing committee should be absolutely impartial in the 
marking. 

Each failure to answer a question, and each entirely 
incorrect answer, takes ten points away from the 
— mark. 

n answer showing some knowledge of what is 
sought by the question, but mistaken in any of its 
facts, should reduce the pupil’s mark by only five 

ints. 

Spelling should not be taken into account at all in 
the hewnirors But some good blackboard work can 
be done by the superintendent on the following Sun- 
day in showing just how some of the Bible names, 
etc., should be spelled. 

Questions 4, 6, and.9 are so clearly intended to 
dtaw out the pupil's own thought that if answered 
at all they should each count ten points to the credit 
of the. pupil. 

‘Question 10 covers the two lessons ‘of December 
20. Let the pupils answer the first or the second 
section of the question}-but -not both-sections, *»- 

The report from your school should be’addressed to 
Philip E. Howard, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, and should be received 
not later than January 1f5. 


1. What ark was it’that David brought to Jerusalem ? 

2. In God’s promise to David, who was to build a house 
of worship for Jehovah ? 

3. How did David show kindness to Jonathan’s son? 

4. Why should we ask God to forgive our sins ? 

5. What was the name of David’s son who rebelled 
against him? . 

6. In what ways does Jesus seem to you like a good 
shepherd ? 

7. Who was anointed king to succeed David ? 

8. What did Solomon choose when God asked what he 
would like to have? 

g. What do you like best about David, in all that you 
have learned about him ? 

10. Tell in your own words Luke’s story of the com- 
ing of Jesus into the world. O7, What did Solomon do 
that greatly displeased God? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Hymns and Psalms for the Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘“‘ Bible Songs.'’) 

** Children of the heavenly King."’ 

** How firm a foundation." 

‘* What a Friend we have in Jesus.’’ 

** Lord, in this thy mercy's day.” 


Psalm 102 : 22-26. 

(144 : 8-10. 205 : 1, 2.) 
Psalm 39 : 4-6, 10, 11. 
53 : 4-6, 11, 12. 83: 1-4.) 


** The King of love my Snepherd is."’ ge cw’ SR a : 1-3.) 
**In the hour of trial.’ Psalm go [1-16 


“*O for a closer walk with God.”’ (123 76-8. 183 
‘Alleluia! sing to Jesus, his the Psalm 150 : 1-4. 
; scepter; his the throne."’ (227 : 1-4. 328: 1-4.) 


: 1-3.) 


% 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible: Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 


Monday.—1 Chron. 17 : 1-15. . . . God's promise to David 


Tuesday.— Psalm 32. . .. ..« . . The joy of forgiveness 
Wednesday.—2 Sam. 18 : 24-33. . David grieves for Absalom 
Thursday.— Psalm 23 ..... ss The Lord our Shepherd 
* Priday.—Luke2:8200.. ......6.-. The birth of Christ 


Saturday.—1 Kings 1 : 32-40 . . . . Solomon anointed king 
Sunday.—1 Kings 3 : 4-15 . .. . Solomon chooses wisdom 


“. at-his own home, It had onl 
‘by his prowess a defensible citadel, preveeney be- 


aed aa ate ion eel! 
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Graded Helps 


The.Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Organized Kingdom: a Review 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (2 Sam. 6 to 1 Kings 11). 
| [For each member of the Bible class.) 


HE kingdom really began when David captured 
Jerusalem and commenced the task of making 
it the working center of the life of the Hebrew 

people. His act made them a united le in the 
true sense of the word, with common interests and a 
national feeling and spirit. The events of the previous 
century or two had tended to disintegrate and divide 
them; there had been a rallying only under a recog- 
nized leader who evoked a temporary obedience. 
Saul’s work had been effectual to a degree in arous- 
ing a national spirit, but his influence had never been 
nation-wide. It remained for the genius of David to 
take the steps which, simple as they were, resulted 
in knitting together the various Hebrew groupings 
into one people. It. was.not a rapid task, and pro 
ably no one except a born ruler like David could have 
accomplished it. To such men, administrative prob- 
lems are easy of solution. They know almost by in- 
tuition the proper steps to take. 
David ng by establishing a real capital at Jeru- 
salem, Saul had never thought of such athing. His 
court was held wherever he happened to be, generaily 
ocal value. David won 





longing to no tribe, on neutral und, and quickly 
created a national center in which every Hebrew had 
alively interest. He grouped there in course of time 
every national belonging. He began a series of 
buildings which his son completed. He made Jeru- 
salem the religious as well as the political and social 
center of the nation. 
But David’s great significance was the a he 
laced upon his pose. He made them, or at least 
gan to make them, a people with a future, a race 
of dreamers, whose visions. were framed by the 
‘beneficent purposes of God. Through his victories, 
the peace that ensued, and the sense of power that 
accompanied, the. people were prepared to believe 
that Jehovah had greater duties in store for them 
than the mere development of their land and race. 
Solomon's reign brought discéntent and laid heavy 
burdens’ upon the nation, but it assisted notably in 
furthering -David’s ambitions. Solomon gave his 
people an ‘attractive capital, his reign was peaceful, 
he built a beautiful, perhaps a stately, temple.. Above 
all‘he began the process of introducing them to the 
world, and of enlarging their outlook. That some of 
his subjects were apt pupils is evidenced by the rapid 
development of the prophetic order into a body whose 
leaders were men of large ideals for king and country. 
The writers of Samuel and Kings devoted much of 
their space to the moral history of David and Solomon. 
God gave them unusual opportunities; their delin- 
quencies were real; their punishment impressive; 
but their political place in Hebrew history is secure. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bear- 
ing on the current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School 
Times Co., upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

The best use of one’s time in review is to read 
thoughtfully at a sitting the whole range of chapters 
covered during the quarter, Then read the remarks 
of any history of Israel. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE Lesson, 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for , the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to afford hints 
for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying metkod ] 

This period as described in the Bible conveys a 
solemn warning. No amount of service or goodness 
exempts a human being from the maintenance of the 
highest standards. 

The Organization of the Kingdom. What steps 
did David take? Was his task distinctively political, 
religious, or social ? 

David's Elements of Strength. What contributed 
most to his success, his personality, his companions, 
his aggressiveness, or some other factor ? 

His Weakness. Where did it lie? Was it fatal? 

His Greatest Contribution, What did he hand on 
to his people forever ? 

Solomon's Service to Israel. What varied results 
did he achieve? Which was the most important ? 

His Failure and its Secret. What caused the 
popular revolt against his successor ? 

Our Obligation to be at our Best. 1s there sucha 


Ai 





thing as a legitimate lowering of ideals ? 


WasHBuRN COLLEGE, Topeka, Kansas. 
% 


The ** How’ book, by Marshall A. Hudson, tells the 
story of how adult Bible class. work has been carried on 
successfully. It will be sent for 50 cents by The Sunday 
School Times Company. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Margaret E. Sangster 


Gs has a a for every human life. He hada 
J plan for David and for Solomon, and he has a 

for Mary, Elizabeth, and Caroline. Not 
one of us comes into the world without work to do 
for God, and we please or grieve him by the way we 
do our work, 

First, girls, these twelve lessons have pointed out 
the duty of obedience and the wickedness of rebel- 
lion. If we break a law of God, we pay the penalty. 
The ark was to be touched only by the priests. 
Uzzah touched it, and fell dead. Absalom rebelled 

ainst his father. He ay the price of rebellion in 
dishonor and death, but his father loved him through 
it all. You cannot wear out love in a father’s heart, 
on earth or in heaven, ; 

There is a beautiful lesson for us in David's kind- 
ness to Mephibosheth. Because of Jonathah’s cove- 
nant with David when David was hunted by Saul, 
the king protected Jonathan's son. A kind deed 
never dies, Children’s children may profit by the 
nobility of their ancestors, ‘¥ 

When David is at last gathered to his fathers after 
his eventful life, Solomon reigns in his stead. There 
is a theory in royal a dome eg that the king never 
dies. The instant a king is dead men cry, ‘‘ Long 
livethe King.” You will notice here that Solomon was 
anointed king before his father passed away, so that 
David had the joy of seeing him on the throne. 

I think the lesson you will‘love best to recall in the 
whole review will be that of Solomon's choice. He 
might have asked the Lord for a at many things 
that a young man would prize, but he asked the best 
of all—wisdom. Never ask for second-best. Seek 
the best, and the second-best will follow. 

Now, with the courtiers and the princes and the 
great congregation, let us witness the dedication of 
the temple built by Solomon. This was the culmiua- 
tion of Solomon's splendid career. Have not the 
twelve lessons been beautiful? They will be incom- 
plete unless we close them with a thought of the Lord 
our Shepherd. 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 


With the first lesson of January, Miss Margaret Slattery commences 
« dher notes on how she haP teaches.the 1909.lessons to ac class of girls, 
; the teachitig bei ducted two 

me ne of the ns in order to make this 


ssible for the readers of the 
ines. Her home work for the girls on the first lesson was as follows: 


, Having in mind the two working prindipice “add 
ew .knowledge to that already gained—proceed 
from the known to the unknown,” and ‘‘let the class 
; @@-at least half the work,” I made special effort to 
. Connect the life of Christ as we left it in the Inter- 
national Lessons last summer with the new lessons 
dn the Acts of the Apostles. I wrote a note to each 
girl. asking her to be prepared to tell briefly, in her 
own words, the event given in the reference enclosed. 
The references were written on the margins of Perry 
pictures and those cut from old quarterlies. The 
references were these: ‘The Triumphal Entry” 
Luke 19: 29-44); ‘‘ The Last Supper” (Mark 14 and 
Jonn 13); ‘‘ Jesus in Gethsemane” (Matt. 26 : 47-58); 
‘*Peter’s Denial” (Matt. 26: 69-75); ‘‘ Christ before 
Pilate” (Matt. 27: 1-30); ‘* The Crucifixion” (Matt. 





27: 31-65 and Mark 15: 26-47); ‘‘ The Resurrection” ° 


(Luke 24: 1-12; John 20: 1-18); ‘‘ Walk to Emmaus” 
(Luke 24: 13-35); ‘‘ Thomas the Doubter” (John 20: 
24-31). 
Gusn Ripvog, N. J, 
¢ 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


Y review in class consisted of questions with 
Bibles shut. I made no effort to fix the lessons 
in the minds of the boys by number or in 

special order. But I did seek to recall to their minds 
ail the essential facts of the quarter. 

To be prepared for this questioning took time and 
care. It required my examination of each lesson, to 
determine which were important facts; for asking a 
question in review puts an emphasis upon it which 
-t keep it in mind for years. 

hen, too, I had to be alert that my more ready 
bovs did not answer all the questions; and still 
further the interest had to be maintained by the kind 
of questions asked. No proey uiz would do. 

hat was the ark? at did it contain? (Oe 

cussion; referred as examination question, see below). 
Where had ic been? Tell sometaing about its jour- 
ney. They told me ‘‘some one touched 1t, and died.” 
I said, Who touched it ? Only one recalled ‘* Uzzah.” 
We talked a little about the significance of the ark in 
Israel's religious life. 

Thus the questioning proceeded, the boys, not I, 
furnishing the information. Of God's promise to 
David, we learned why God denied David the privi- 
lege of building the Temple. We recalled the kind- 
ness David showed to: the son of his old friend 

onathan (the grandson of, the former king, Saul). 
The conditions of God's forgiveness were recalled in 
the lesson on Psalm 32—confession. 


hs in advancé of the regular . 
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After each lesson had been touched upon, I an- 
nounced a written examination to be taken at home, 


the boys to be on their honor. Of the following six 
questions, any five were to be answered memory. 
di what happened to the famaily? 2 What did David say 

an at to 2. 
Ses tho sandler wom Gate teak we his sin? . 3. Which 
of the ten commandments did break? 4. Name 
tous. 5. Un- 


three ways in which the Lord is like a 
der what condition was Solomon rare prompentty ? 6. 
What was the chief cause of Solomon's ? 

Of the following six five were to be an- 


questions, 
swered, and the had the privilege of securing 
or looking up the answers from any source whatever. 


1. What was the ark, and what did it contain? 2. Who 
drove the cart upon which the ark was ht up? 3. Name 
the three erals to whom David committed the work of 
crushing Absalom's rebellion. 4. Explain: the significance of 
‘anointing with oil’’ in Psalm 23: 5 5. What were the 
‘*horns of the altar’ referred to in 1 +, ob 751? 6 Who 
was oe skilled artisan who wrought the brass work for. the 
temple 


For the work done, credits were to be given in the . 
general scheme of winning honors which is in use in ~ 


the class. 
Home Work for the Boys on Next. Week’s Lesson 


Find out all you can about the writer of the book ° 


of Acts, -This will be the basis of our first discussion 
next week, 

1. Who. wrote the Book of Acts? 2. How many 
days passed between the resurrection and the ascen- 
sion? 3. What promise of baptism did the disciples 
receive? 4. How were the disciples to represent 
Christ after he left them? (v. 8.) 5. In what rmaanner 
did Jesus finally disappear from their sight ? 


': PHILADELPHIA. 
£ 


For the Primary Teacher. 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


IGH up on the hill were the great reservoirs, 
from which large and small pipes carried water 
to the faucets in every home. The reservoirs 

were built of stone.and cement, and protected b 
high iron fences, so that nothing impure could spoil 
the water, which was pumped from clear, cool springs. 
Policemen passed by quite often to keep watch, for if 
the drinking-water was spoiled many people might 
be made sick. (In cguntry districts, the tank, well, 
or cistern may be su ted.) 

God has placed in évery life a sort of reservoir, of 
which he wishes every person to be careful. People 
call it the heart (sketch one), God wants us to care 
for every part of the wonderful body which he has 

iven, but the most important part is the heart. 
hatever spoils that, spoils the life. Through many 
little pipes the heart keeps pumping, pumping, day 
and night, to send the blood to eggs A said of ths y: 
When the heart stops, people die. You can fevl yours 
pumping when you undress to-night. 

In God’s Word he says, ‘‘ Keep thy heart with all 
diligence,” or keep it pure (write that inside). 

When people feel happy, and laugh or sing, we say 
that their hearts are glad. When trouble comes and 
they cry, we say that their hearts are sad. Surely 
Christmas made many happy hearts because of what 
people gave as well as what they received. It seems 
strange, but we can know whether people are good 
or bad by what their hearts tell them to do. We 
used to sing: 


** My heart is God’s little garden, 
And the fruits I shall ) eat each day 
Are the things he shall see me doing, 
And the words he shall hear me say.’’ 


The stories which we have learned about David, 
Absalom, and Solomon will show us whether their 
hearts were good or evil. (Review David first.) 
When he went to fight Goliath; he was not afraid, 
because ‘‘ he trusted in the Lord with all his heart”; 
he spared Saul’s life twice, because in his heart there 
was love for his enemy; he loved Jonathan with all 
his heart, and for Jonathan's sake he was kind, or 
tender-hearted, toward his lame son, Mephibosheth: 
his heart was so full of love to God that out of it 
poured forth many songs of praise_and psalms of 
thanksgiving. Because it was in his heart to build a 
house for God, wonderful promises were made to him 
which afterward came t-ue. How his heart rejoiced 
when he brought up the ark and placed it in the 
beautiful tent. (Sing from ‘‘Carols”: ‘*Enter into 
his gates with thanksgiving,” etc. The pictures win 
help to recall these incidents.) 

But -there was one time when David allowed a 
dreadful sin to enter his heart and life, but he was 
very sorry afterward, and prayed: ‘‘Create in mea 
clean heart, O God"; so that God promised tc for- 
give, although that unclean sin caused trouble all 
the rest of his life. -Yet the Lord said of David that 
he was a man after God’s own heart. 

Next we will see what was in the hearts of David's 
two sons. Absalom was handsome to look at, but in 
his heart he grew 80 jealous of. his father that he 
told -lies and deceived and tried to steal-away the 
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kingdom. When the end came; how David's heart 
was grieved! 

But Solomon was different. He listened to his 
father’s teaching,** Know thou the God of thy father, 
and serve him with a perfect heart.” When God 
asked him to choose what he wanted, he said: ‘‘ Give 


me an understanding heart, to know what is Ay 
He built the beautiful temple and gave it to God 
love. o wonder that 


because his heart was full 
God was pleased. Nothing would him better 
than for every child to give him his heart before the 
ogee of the new year. 

he reason that Jesus came to earth on that first 
glad Christmas was that he might live in the hearts 
of his people, to help them to think and do right. 

Let somebody sing: ; 


** Thou didst leave thy throne and thy kingly crown, 
When thou camest to earth for me ; 
But in Bethlehem’s homes there was found no room 
For thy holy nativity. 
O.come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There-is room in my heart for thee.’’ 


Peoria, ILL, 





every other week with Marion Lawrance, Genera! Sec- 
School Association, who answers 
~school, other specialists 


Alternating 

retary of the International Sunda 
questions on the general work in Sunda 

will answer queries in their classified fields of work, as. fo 


liows : 
‘The Adult Bible Class: W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the Inter- 
national Adult 
Primary Problems: ope 5 Ww Barnes. y : 
‘Temperance. Teaching : Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, Secretary of the 
ay “yg Temperance 
International Home ment. 
atterson Du Hois. 
Questions from readers to any of these writers should be addressed 
in care of The Sunday School ‘Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila. Pa. 


The Adult Bible Class 


By W. C. Pearce 
Superintendent International Adult Department 


PARIS, ‘TENN.—I want to organize a Baraca class. Please 
write me what books I need ‘for information and help, and 
what they will cost.—J. F. C. 

For full information and all printed helps for the 
Baraca form of class organization, I would refer you 
to Mr. Matshall. A. Hudson, Secfetary of the Adult 
Bible Class Committee International Sunday School 
Association, and president of the World’s Baraca 
Bible Class Union, Syracuse, New York. 





WARREN, IND.—Having received aid from you on previ- 
ous occasions, I beg to ask your opinion as to the best help 
for a party of mature ladies, in the study of the It is 
their intention to meet once a week, and they would like’the 
best outline studies to aid them in their work.—J. E. E. 

Most of the Adult Bible Classes are using the regu- 
lar International Lessons. Some are now using the 
lessons prepared by the International Lesson Som- 
mittee especially for the advanced classes. These 
you can secure by addressing your own denomina- 
tional publishing house, Other classes, wishing to 
take up a special study of the Bible by books, 
periods, etc., find the biblical sections of some of the 
teacher-training courses very helpful. Otkers use 
the special courses prep by the Young Men’s 
Christian Association.. Any of these courses may be 
secured from your own denominational publishing 
house. The International Teacher-Training leaflets 
will be suggestive. 





ILLINOIs.—An organized men's class of about twenty-five 
members has made two requests of the officers of the school. 
First, they ask to be allowed to go to their class-room as soon 
after the opening time of the school as possible, or to remain 


away from the ees f service. Second, Bax — to take 
a certain portion regular offering ec junday to use 
for class work. 4 


‘the officers of the school have been wondering what the 
effect would be on the other adult classes, and on 
the school, if the first request is granted. Would we gain 
more than we would lose ?. Then it has been against the pol- 
icy of the school for any class to take any part of its regular 
pera for its own use. Would it be a bad precedent to es- 
tablish 

I think that, as a general rule, the Adult Bible 
Class should remain with the Sunday-school for the 
opening service, and join in the closing service, also, 
if it is possible. The school needs the presence of 
the men and women, and just as truly do the men 
and women need the younger pupils. ‘There is no 
reason why the first fifteen or twenty minutes of the 
Sunday-school service might not be made very hel 
ful and full of interest to the young and old alike, In 
consideration of the adult classes remaining with the 


school, the general opening service should be short- 
ened, and in many schools it needs to be greatly 
changed in character: The criticism made by the 


adult classes that they do not have sufficient time for 
their lesson discussion is usually well founded. The 
school management should pian to give thése classes 


from thirty-five to forty-five minutes to themselves. 
(Continued on next page, second column) 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 27 (Review) 


The mere fact that 


Scott's Emulsion 


is universally recom- 
mended for Consumption 
is proof positive that it is 
the most energizing and 
strengthening preparation 
in the world. 


It warms and nourishes, 
it enriches the blood, stops 
loss of flesh and builds 
up. Get Scott’s. 











$30 Interest on $500 
$60 Interest on $1000 


Represents the six percent net in- 

come received annually by Invest- 

ors who purchase our gilt-edge first 

lien Mortgage Bonds on rich Okla- 

homa farms.. Absolutely safe. Par- 

ticulars and Booklet free upon 
request. 


The Jefferson Trust Company 
122 Grand Ave., McAlester, Okla. 


Note: Depositdrs ‘Guaranty “Law ‘of 
Oklahoma protects patrons of this bank. 





























UAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
Made of several materials. Write 
for pastioniars. a for catalogue 
Be. at. H.V. Meyer, Manager, 

pM Sa 260 Was ington Street, 


25c. BIBLE CARD GAMES FOR XMAS 


“ Bible Boys” and “ Bible Girls,” two games for chil- 
dren. Also “ Bible Authors” for pt og 











ple, price 
asc. The two asc. games for $55, or all three for 75c. 
Stamps taken. Evangelical Pu Ae Chicago. 





UROPE—Gther MAN’S TOUR, ONLY Spt 
Other tours, long and short 

oderate rates. Apply at once. the 

Temple Tours, 8—C. Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 


GRsousTe COURSES AT HOME. Write Pres. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 


The 
Trumbull 
Year Book 


Daily readings for life’s 
everyday problems, com- 
piled from the writings of 
Henry Clay Trumbull by 
Caroline K, Herrick, 
Cloth, 35 cents ; padded 
leather, 60 cts. ; postpaid. 











The Sunday School Times Company 
1ogrt Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 














In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
én The Sunday School Times. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


( Continued from preceding page) 


nite amount weekly, or monthly, toward the 
expenses of the pe don Other classes make 
a definite pledge for the support of the school, 
and pay all their other expenses themselves. 
Still others retain a certain percentage of 


‘their weekly offerings, as your class wishes 


todo. The final authority in the matter is 
vested not in the class itself, but in the 
school. ¢ 





| | Children at Home 





Bee and the Baby 
By R. F. Knapp 


ER whole name was Beatrice Florence 

Londley, but everybody called her 

Bee, Aunt Margaret was visiting at 

her home with little Robert, and Bee greatly 

enjoyed the privilege of taking him out to 
ride in his carriage. 


One day several girls stopped at th door. 


and asked Bee to go-downtown with them. 
**T can’t now; I’m taking care of Kob- 
ert,’’ she answered. 


** Bring him along,”’ they suggested ; and. 
so he was put.into the carriage, and they..all:- 


started for the post-office. 

** There’s Helen Slade,’’ cried Bee, stand 
she’s got her. little niece out for a ride, 
Hello, Helen! .Come along down to the 
post-office with us.’’ 

Helen joined the party, and just as they 
reached the office .a third girl with a baby- 
carriage appeared, The babies were all left 
sitting in front of the building, while the 

girls went in to inquire for the mail. When 

returned, Helen suggested that they all 

me with her to the grocery store, and on they 
went, 

Each girl had an errand somewhere, and 
each time the babies were left out in front to 
wait. Sometimes one of the girls stayed 
with them, and sometimes, if the errand was 
a brief one, they were left alone. At last 
they all started for home, and at the corner 
they separated, saying their goodbyes hur- 
riedly, for it was nearly supper-time. When 
Bee reached home, Aunt Margaret came out 
and peeped under the parasol on the carriage, 
saying, ** Peek-a-boo, Robert; did you en- 
joy your ride? Did you— For mercy’s 
sake!’ and she stepped back and viewed 


‘the carriage, and then looked at Bee, and 


then at the carriage again. Finally she 
snatched the baby out and began to ex- 
amine it. 

** Why, Aunt Margaret, what’s the mat- 
ter?’’ asked Bee, who could see no reason 
for all this strange excitement. 

‘Why, Beatrice Londley, this isn’t my 
baby at all. This is somebody else’s, and 
where is Robert ?’’ 

** Why, that must be Robert, Auntie. I 
haven’t ’’— 

**Why, my dear child, don’t you see? 
This child has golden hair and blue eyes, 
and you know Robert has black hair and 
eyes.”’ 

** But, Auntie, I don’t see’? — 

Just then Helen Slade came hurrying 
along wheeling a baby-carriage, and as soon 
as she could get her breath, she exclaimed : 

*<Oh, Bee, Caroline says this isn’t her 
baby at-all, and that I must have exchanged 
with you.’’ 


And, sure enough, that was Robert. Aunt —- 


Margaret began to laugh, and Bee looked 
very much ashamed as she said : 

‘* Well, anyhow, the carriages are almost 
exactly alike, and I never looked under the 
parasol to see whether it was Robert or 
not.”’ 

** Neither did I,’’ said Helen, as she took 
her little niece and started down the street. 


CazEnovis, N. Y. 


Warning ! 
The U.S. Govt. 
Authorities 
Say Foods 
Containing - 
Benzoate 
of Soda 
Injure 
Health. 

Its use often. 
Indicates 
Unwholesome 
Materials. 
-Leok at 
All Labels ! 


inince meat tafe to buy. 
Sold In 
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ed 


concerning the 
ernment only recently issued a warning. 
No mince Lathe —. 
unless prepared from | 
materials by sanitary methods. 


HEINZ 


Mince Meat 


Contains No Benzoate of Soda 


We use only choice cuts of beef; sound, 
fresh apples; Four Crown Valencia con- 
fection raisins and the finest Grecian currants; 
pure spices of Heinz ginding—-cvecytilng 
the best the world produces. 

Then consider the sunny, well 
ventilated Heinz Model Kitchens, 
the neat workers, the clean 
‘ methods, and. you can appreciate why Heinz is the one 


venient or by the pound | pee 2 com 


30,000 Visitors af Heinz Kitchens annually. 
Any a the doors of which are 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 
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A CHOICE, INEXPENSIVE 
CHRISTMAS STORY BY 


Ralph Connor 


THE 
Angel and the 
Star 


The ‘‘ Rocky Moun- 
tain novelist’’ has 
turned his facile pen 
toa fascinating story 
“of the birth of Christ. 
In his inimitable vein 
he brings a vivid realization 
of the events of that wonder- 
ful night. With numerous illustra- 
tions in colors it is an elegant gift 
book. 

Cloth, Nine Colored Mlustrations, Net 50c. 
Paper, One Colored Miustration, Net 25c. 
Fleming H. Revell i Somaany 
160 Fifth Avenue Ave. 

New York 



















Sunday School Lesson 
Bible Chart for 1909 


Every lesson for 1909 gutened in two_colors. The 
lesson, Golden Texts, Memory Verses, Home Read- 








ings, etc. 16 hymns complete, words and.music. To 
be hung on the wall at home. The lesson before 
family Levery day. Price, soc. by mail. A fine Christ- 
mas gift 


HALL-MACK CO., Phila., New York, Chicago 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pees 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postages 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a packe 
age to one address, 75 cents each, ‘per year. 


$1 00: One copy, or any number of 
7 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 


To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 


One free copy addi- 
Free Copies  jcnai will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage ; 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

ve or more in a package to one address, 
§ shillings each. 


For Great Britain, Mr. ‘T. French Downie, 2t War- 
wick Lane, London, E. C., will ~~ yearly or half- 
yearty subscriptions at the above rete, the paper to 

mailed direct from Philadelphia o r subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 
Enough copi s the 
enable ali ine ft ho rye Bam 9 S eoal ete 
be sent free, upon application. 
Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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WINNING MEN 
ONE BY ONE 


By H. WELLINGTON WOOD 


¥ A book to stimulate interest in personal work in the special evangelistic 


activities of the new year. 


Put a copy into the hands of each of the official men of your church. 


See what others think about it : 


The simple, practical, straightforward style 
of the book commands at once the attention, 
and holds the reader until the too brief pages 
have been read. The author sees in every un- 
believer a possible follower of Christ, and the 
conviction in his mind is that his business is to 
win every man-—not in groups, but man by 
man.—Central Baptist, S¢. Louis, Mo. 


The book is unique; the manner in which 
the author has acceptably presented the subject 
of personal a under so many diverse cif- 
cumstances will attract unusual attention. The 
widespread interest in Brotherhood work and 
in general evangelistic work makes the book 

uliarly timely.—New York Observer, \ew 
York City. 


It is an 1 collection of incidents, pre- 
Wehted in a graphic fashion. it might be con- 
«sidered as a clinic in soul-saving. Considered 
as such it will doubtless be of profit to him who 
carefully studies" it less for the interest of the 
stories than for a knowledge of human nature 
and the ways of approaching men,—Zion’s 
Advocate, Portland, Me. 


A book which will impress most of its readers 
as a distinct novelty. . . . All sorts and con- 
ditions of people spoken to by Mr. Wood at the 
oddest places and times make up the record,— 
Public Ledger, Philadelphia. 


The experience of a man who consecrated 
himself to the work of winning men, with some 
striking incidents in the work. The incidents 
indicate how opportunities were watched for 
and improved, and how personal work be- 
comes effective even under the most unfavora- 
ble conditions, when conducted under the 
Spirit of God and by a man that loves men for 
Christ’s saxe. This is a book that will be found 
useful by Christian workers, and ‘others who 
need first hand illustrations of the saving grace 
yy Pes. Saoeaee Protestant, Baltimore, 





Half a hundred personal conversations on re- 
ligion with all sorts and conditions of * 
ou read it oqnesivnsy geitted and say, “ 
can do it, why not I?’’—Christian Advo- 
cate, New York City. 


The special value of this book lies in the fact 
that instead of dealing in theories it presents 
actual instances of spiritual hand-picking, per- 
mitting them to enforce their own lessons. . . . 
After all, this is one of the ssing needs to- 
day. There are enough predchers, and, some- 
times, too many committees, ‘The man who is 
needed is the one who wil, in his daily min- 
gling with men bring gospel motives, claims, 

centives, home to their hearts. This book 


It is most stimulating, and will do, I believe, 
a great deal of good. Your manner and direct- 
ness and spirit will appeal to many, and I 
earnestly trust it may be widely used.—Jas. B. 
Bly, Wyncote, Pa. 


I would like to put this book into every. one 
of our 2700 classes. Ihave read it an 
it several times, and think that I have read 
nothing that will do the classes as much d 
as a copy of this book.—Marshall A. Hude 
son, President, Baraca Union of A . 


I wrote and got your book, «Wines Men 
One by. One.” I would like to translate at 
least a dozen of the incidents related in the first 
pages, and have them printed in a religious 
paper for the profit of our le in French- 
speaking Switzerland. Would you very kind! 
allow me to do it? Your stories are so sh 
and well told that it would do good to give them 
in French.—Albert Brocher, Sguare de la 
Harpe, Lausanne, Switzerland. 


Your new book is the embodiment of , 
Christian t and unique Christian = 
tise. Itis a lucid statement of pros and 


in which the “ why and wherefore” ae justie= 


fied.—Robert Harkness, Pianist, Chapman 
Alexander Mission, Bendigo, Ausiralia. 

It is not only filled with stirring incidents of 
how men were won to Christ under various cir- 
cumstances and in all sorts of places, but it is 
written by a man who is on fire with a passion 
for souls. No individual can read this book 
without bein; dtoa ter enthusi 
for soul-winning. I believe it would help bring 
a revival in any church where it was widely 
circulated —George T. B. Davis, Historian, 
Chapman-Alexander Mission. 


I like the way you have detailed your ex- 
periences with each individual. This, I think, 
isa strong point:in favor of your book . for 
those who have not done, or are just ning 
to One prerenes work.—Charles M. Alexan- 
der, ipman-Alexander Mission. . 


Interesting, instructive and inspiring for 

my work. on sure - i 4 book fio all 

who wish to personal work w ex- 

tremely Na Rony bes W. Gordon (£aiZ5 
onnor), Winnipeg, Manitoba. ' 


Ip your book -you show Christian people how 
very easy it is to approach even strangers, and 
talk with them of the wondrous love of God, 
and the preciousness of the atonement of the 
Lord. and ‘Saviour Jesus Christ, and the en- 
couraging help of the: Holy Spirit; and if your 
“ Winning Men One by One” does this alone, 
it will accomplish a mighty work in the world’s 








will gain recruits for the ranks of-the ordi . 
everyday soul-winners.—Christian World, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


I have read ev word of it, and it is one of 
the most inspiring ks Lever owned. There 
is no question about it—every Christian ought 
to win souls for Jesur Christ in just this per- 
sonal way; and if all our church members and 
Brotherhood men would follow your example, 
we would soon win the world.—Norman V. 
V. Levis, Rector of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the Incarnation, Philadelphia, 


A real record of real personal experiences, 
and the great value of the book is found in the 
crying need for such a book in all oar churches, 
both to instruct and inspire Christian people to 
win men “one by one.”—Joha R. Davies, 
D.D., Philadelphia. 


Interesting and helpful.—Von Ogden Vogt, 
Secretary Young People’s Department, Pres- 
byterian Home Missions, New York City. 





evang —B. L. Agnew, D.D., LL.D. 
Philadelphia. oer 


I think it will do a t deal to inspire 
others to a similar work. I trast this book may 
have a very good circulation. I take great 
——— in recommending it.—Meivin E. 

rotter, Superintendent, City Rescue Mission, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


It tages | — to laymen as well as 
ministers, as it makes practical the /iwing of the 
Christian life day by day, and places before 
busi men evidence’ and. exam- 
les of the results of personal evangelism.— 

alter 6. peat va ay Presidént, Chicago 
Baptist Brother , Chicago, Jit. 

The illustrations are pertinent and forceful, 
true to life, and cannot fail to impréss every 
thoughtful reader with the beauty and sublimity 
of the iain life which os Ay “sow. be- 
side all waters.”—Arthur - Spooner, 
Evangelist, Harrodsburg, Ky. 





{ Bound in cloth, 50 cents a copy, postpaid ; paper cover, 
30 cents a copy, postpaid. 
THE. SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO.,; 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 





Help from Written Reviews 


RITING it out is one of the fairest 

tests of one’s knowledge of a subject. 

This method gives time for recollec- 

tion, obviates mental panic, and invites care- 

ful fulness of expression. The mistaken 

mercy of a teacher swings open before it no 
smooth-hinged door of escape. 

For example, the Presbytery of Utica, ap- 
preciating both its direct advantages and its 
ge p-poodests,"* examines its candidates for 
the ministry almost wholly in this way. It 
would no sooner retrograde to its old oral 
fashion than a man would abandon a lawn- 
mower for a sickle. In other words, it 
works well. No ‘* theologue’’ appears be- 
fore this ecclesiastical body ‘expecting an 
easy three-quarters of an hour. None goes 
away without feeling that he deserves his 
parchment, 

Our best educators endorse this pen and 
paper idea—and practise it themselves. Why 
should wisdom depart from us when we enter 
the realm of the church? 

Both my observation and experience con- 
vince me that written examinations and re- 
views in the Sunday-school are the best kind. 
In the school of the church at Springfield, 
Massachusetts, where I was pastor for many 
years, a large share of the promotions from 
grade to grade were determined by this 
method. Likewise, written reviews were 
not unusual in the junior and intermediate 
departments. In the school of the ‘*Old 
First’? here, our constitutional requirement 
is correct in this particular, but our practise 
is not yet fully up to it, This is to our dis- 
credit. But, surely, what holds good in ex- 
aminations for promotions holds equally good 
in reviews. Indeed, the written quarterly 
review is a fine preparation for an annual 
examination. So far as detail is concerned, 
there is not much of it. 

Each teacher prepares a series of ques- 
tions. They are given out in the classes a 
week or two in advance in some cases. In 
others they are’given out for immediate reply, 
the writing being done then and there in the 
room within so many minutes. Of course 
they are of a character that would not tend 
‘| to confuse or puzzle. Obviously their pur- 
pose must be to find out how much of fact is 
retained from the course of study, and how 
much spiritual and practical truth has been 
impressed successfully. The prospect of a 
written examination or review stimulates at- 
tention during every Sunday-school hour. 

It deepens interest, and foredooms laziness 
to failure. Moreover, it puts the teacher on 
his mettle. For foolish questions look much 
more foolish when they are written out than 
when they are spoken, The difficulties with 








Cause and Effect 
Good Digestion Follows Right Food 


Indigestion and the attendant discom- 
forts of mind and body are certain to 
follow continued use of improper food. - 

‘Those who are still young and robust 
are likely to overlook the fact that, as 
dropping water will wear a stone away 
at last, so will the use of heavy, greasy, 
rich food, finally cause loss of appetite 
and indigestion. . 

Fortunately many are thoughtful 
enough to study themselves and note the 
principle of Cause and Effect in their 
} daily food. A N. Y. young. woman 

writes her experience thus : 

** Sometime ago I had a lot of trouble 
from indigestion, caused by too rich food. 
I got so I was unable to digest scarcely 
anything, and medicines seemed useless. 

‘A friend advised. me to try Grape- 
Nuts food, praising it highly, and as a 
last resort, I tried it. I am thankful to 
say that Grape-Nuts not only relieved 
me of my trouble, but built me up and 
as igreccgge my digestive organs so 
that I can now eat anything I desire. 
But I stick to Grape-Nuts.” 

** There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek,-Mich. ..Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever. the above letter? Anew 
| one app fromtime totime. They 
are genuine, true, and fullof human 

interest. “y 
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Review and Supplemental Work 





this method are not so much with the schol- 
ars as with the teachers, Even earnest 
teachers often fail to attach to it its legiti- 
mate importance. Hence they balk a_ bit. 
But for all that it is ‘‘ a more excellent way,’’ 
usually accepted with enthusiasm by the 
ones taught, and fraught with the best re- 
sults, scriptural information and _ religious 
living being aimed at, I commend this 
method as effective, despite its demand for 
painstaking preparation and more time. A 
school that follows it will have a superior 
sort of membership, turn out a better quality 
of product, and havea larger satisfaction in 
its work, The old way is apt to be slipshod 


and * dry as dust.’? And what is worse, it 
carries along with it a damaging suspicion 
that Bible stu does not rank with the 


study of geography, and that there is no es- 
oer serious business on hand anyway. 

o Sunday-school seeking to secure: the 
highest grade of Christian intelligence and 
character can afford to let things go at loose 
ends, or turn down a method that promises 
betterment.— Ralph -W. Brokaw, D. D., 
Utica, N. Y. 


A Lively Question Contest 


AVE you ever held a question contest 
in your Sunday-school? If not, try 
one, and if your school is a real live 

Sunday-school you will be astonished at its 
success, . Such a contest was held some 
years ago in the Sunday-school of the Fifth 
Congregational Church of Washington, and 
the results achieved were a decided surprise, 
and the returns gratifying beyond measure. 

The superintendent of the school prepared 
a list of thirty-six questions, all but four being 
biblical. From the list thus prepared there 
were struck off a sufficient number of mimeo- 
graph copies to supply the needs of the school ; 
and each copy contained, in addition to the 

uestions, specific instructions in regard to 
the contest. It was unnecessary to state that 
there would be no prizes given, ag in this 
school this custom is not practised. 

After the instructions were read, and all 
the points of the contest explained by the 
superintendent, the papers were distributed, 
and the scholars and most of the teachers 
went to work. As the lists were given out 
during the Christmas holidays, the school 
was allowed a month in which to look up the 
questions and pass in the papers. 

Boys and girls who perhaps never looked 
into a Bible or a lesson paper from one Sun- 
day to another became inferested in the 
general search for the answers. . Many spent 
hours at a time in looking up the questions, 
and in several.cases whole families partici- 
pated in the hunt for some answer that 
seemed difficult to find. And as for the reg- 
ular students of the Bible and quarterly, 
their efforts were rewarded by the specially 
fine papers they handed in. Indeed, all the 
papers showed that hard work had been 
spent in their preparation. Many engaged 
in the contest who did not pass in papers, 
but thus received the benefit that was in- 
tended should result from the whole plan ; 
and all who took part reported, without ex- 
ception, the good that had come to them and 
the knowledge they had gained of that Book 
of all books, the Bible. 

A competent committee was appointed by 
the superintendent to mark the papers re- 
ceived. Each paper was marked on a scale 
of 100, which in this case gave a value of 
three to each of thirty-two answers, and a 
value of one to each of four answers; and 
the following points were noted: The first 
paper handed in bya scholar; the class pass- 
ing in the greatest number of papers; the 
scholars making the highest percentage, and 
the best paper submitted. Questions an- 
swered in an exceptional manner, and of 
special merit, were given special mention. 

And if you hold such a contest, after all 
the. papers have been marked, select some 
evening when all the school can attend, and 
have a social something like this : Distribute 
the hymn-books of the school, and with the 
Sunday-school chorister in his place spend 
some. time in practising new hymns to be 
sung. in-the Sunday services. Then allow a 
few minutes -for social intercourse, and follow 
with a short Bible drill. ; With Bibles in 
their hands, those participating, should ‘be 
seated in a row, or in‘‘frontOf ‘the superin- 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 27 (Review) 






program, and return the answers to the con- 
testants, It is the duty of the chairman of 
the committee to read the correct answers, 
and if the committee has done its work prop- 
erly all corrections will have been noted on 
the papers. The names of those who have 
made the highest markings, the best papers, 
comments on special answers, and anything 
of interest that has transpired during the 
contest, should be’ noted at this time. In- 
deed, this part of the program may be the 
most important, and it can be made very in- 
teresting and helpful to those present. 

a good-night hymn and a dismission with a 
tender prayer by the pastor will close a most 
successful and unique social. 

That this plan can be carried out has been 
proved, and it is worth trying. And these 
are the questions, some of which, to be sure, 
ail did not answer. Can you answer them? 


1. When, where, and by whom was the first 
Sunday-school founded ? 

2. What are the International Sunday-school 
Lessons, where did they originate, and what 
plan do they follow? 

3. Name ten good books suitable for a Sun- 
day-school library, that are not in our Sunday- 
school library. 

4. Namesomething which, in your opinion, 
our Sunday-school needs. 


BIBLE QUESTIONS 


5. Who was told by the Lord, and why, that 
the men he had with him were too many, when 
the enemy greatly outnumbered them ? 

6. Who saw:a visioh when the men who were 
with him, and who did. not see it, were greatly 
frightened ? 

7.. In answer to prayer, from whom did the 
Lord deliver the Israelites by means of a thun- 
derstorm ? 

8. In the reign of what king did certain 
princes and Levites go about through all 
Judah teaching out of the book of the law? 

9. Who was directed to write upon a great 
roll or tablet, and with what sort of a pen, and 
what was the address he was to write upon it? 

10. What prophet was buried in a valley? 
What reference to this burial is made in the 
New Testament? 

11. When did an angel stand in the path of 
a vineyard? 


12, Who was told to eat aroll, and how did 


it taste ? 

13. Under what circumstances was water 
made to float iron? 

14. What prophet doubted God's assurance 
that he would feed the people for a whole 
month with flesh, and how did he express his 
doubt ? 

15. What military leader slew another in the 
very act of kissing him ? 

16. In what instance was the hope of gain 
destroyed by healing a young girl? 

17. What miracle of the Old Testament an- 
swers most nearly to that of the loaves and 
fishes? (John 6 : 5-14.) 

18. Name a valley in which a man was 
stoned to death, and what prophet alludes to 
this valley ? ; 

19. Who was forbidden to own a vineyard ? 

20. Who sold himself for a garden of herbs? 

21. What sorcerer was smitten with blind- 
ness, and bony 

22. What king betrayed a devoted servant 
and friend to death by putting him in the fore- 
front of the battle ? 

23. Where is it said that in the last days all 
nations shall flow to the Lord's ltouse ? 

24. Name four valleys in which great battles 
were fought. 

25. Who was punished by his master with a 
terrible disease for receiving money which he 
obtained by telling a lie? 

26. Where is it declared that David spoke of 
the resurrection of Christ, and how? 

27. Who sold himself for some gold and a 
rot and what happened to him ? 

28. Who was slain in the valley of Elah? In 
what valley did Ahaz burn incense ? 

29. What prophet told the evil shepherds of 
his day to howl, and why ? 

30. In what palace was a roll found, and 
what was its importance ? 

31. What valley was laden with very rich 
fruit? In what valley did the sun and moon 
stard still? 

32. In a.dream given to whom was it shown 
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that the kingdom of God should fill the whole 
earth? 


with two meals, and was he able to 


34. Meyed gg be fot yng lang t gente 
go on the strength of the second meal, and how 


1. In give the book, 


answer, showing your authority for the state- 
ng ot be brief, provided all info 

2. nswers ma’ r- 
mation asked for is given. 

3. Do not fail to your full name, and 
give the name of your Sunday-school teacher. 

4- All papers must be handed in Sunday, 
—— I90-. 

—Arthur Robb, Washington, D. C. 


Test Questions for the Class 


RAPID fire of skilful questions from 
teacher to pupil is a splendid way to 
gain the instant attention of the whole 

class whether the group is of boys or girls, 
men or women, Try it. The following 
twenty-six questions have been tested on a 
class and the Bible references, given in 
parentheses, were quickly turned to for the 
correct answers, 


t. A disguise is penetrated by an arrow (2 
Chron. 35 : 22, 23). 

2. A sick man is much relieved by a change 

of prescription (2 Kings 20 : 5, 6). 
| 3. The plea of a pagan saves the life of a 
prophet (Jer. 38 : 7-13). 

4. A land that got too busy to observe the 
Sabbath is given a chance to make up for lost 
time (2 Chron. 36; 21). 

5. Some greedy eyes are feasted at a great 
cost (2 Kings 20 : 13-18). 

6. A woman possesses what a king desires, 
and priest, scribes and servants are sent to seek 
it (2 Kings 22 : 14). 

7. A mighty overflow causes no losses and no 
destruction, but blesses all that is submerged in 
its deep waters (Ezek. 47 : 1-12). 


ashes (2 Kings 23 : 4). 

9. A man worships strange gods in his own 
land and his own God in a strange land (2 
Chron. 33 : 3, 12, 13). 

to, Certain men prefer a foreign language to 
their own (2 Kings 18 : 26). 

11. A man who is cleaning house does such a 
good er that he even finds his Bible (2 Kings 
22 : 8). 


12. Some priests are not able to make certain 
offerings on their altars, so a king officiates in 
their stead (2 Chron. 34 : 5). 

13. Three men rend their clothes while carry- 
ing a-message, and another man rends his 
clothes on receiving it (2 Kings 18 : 37; 19 : 1). 

14. Special day—Wonderful offering —Un- 
rivaled values—Splendid opportunities (isa. 
55 : 6, 1). 

15. A great man makes a great use of a great 
trouble (2 Kings 19 : 14-19). 

16. A king’s messenger tarries to propose a 
horse deal (2 Kings 18 : 23). 

17. A load heavy enough to stagger a strong 
man is laid on the shoulders of a small boy (2 
Kings 22 : 1). 

18. A king, before inflicting death upon a 
good song, He him not to make the blow 
necessary (2 Chron. 35 : 21). 

19. A man sets an example (followed to this 
day) of refusing to pay his taxes (2 Kings 18 : 7). 

20. A servant goes out and invites everybody 
he sees to a very select and exclusive banquet 
(Isa. 55 : 1). , 

21. By replenishing his fire on a winter day, 
a man makes things very warm for himself (Jer. 
36 : 23, 30, 31). 

22. An Egyptian changes an Israelite’s name 
without improving his disposition (2 Chron. 


: 4). 

23. A letter written in Asia is answered from 
heaven (2 Kings 19 : 20-34). : 

24. Two men who completed their work and 
did it well are ordered to begin again at the 
egy oe 36 : 28, 32). 

25. A king travels far in a foreign land but 
sees nothing different than his own country af- 
fords (2 Kings 25 : 7). 

26. Two singers get their names 6n the pro- 
gram for the first time when they are old (Isa, 
55 : 12). 

—W. C. Palmer, Jewell City, Kas. 


33 When and why was water turned into 
blood ? 


chapter, and verse in addition to 7 regular: 


8. A king goes twelve miles to empty his’ 
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Commentary 
International Sunday School Lessons for 1909 
thirty-fifth volum this wonderful book 
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ENTIRELY NEW! 


OXFORD 
Pictorial Palestine 
BIBLES | 


From §5 cents upwards 


Theoriginators of this new Pictorial 
Bible hope they may claim to fill a 
want. here are many illustrated 

S. me contain copies from 

Old Masters, and grand as these pic- 
tures are in color and artistic skill, no 
one would venture to say they are 
correct, either as to place or costume. 
apes pantions contain mode jic~ 
ures drawn very <a le sts 
unfamiliar with the , 








**Of all the pictorial Bibles 
I have seen for children, and 
for giving to the children on 
Children’s Day, this easily 
stands first.’’—7he Jnterme- 
diate Sunday School Quarterly, 
April, 1908. 


In this Bible, the pic- 
tures, whatever merit or 
demerit they may have, 
are at least true. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32nd Street, New York 
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door HALLOWED HYMNS 
NEW AND OLD 
By 1. ALLAN SANKEY 
23Gc. a copy, postpaid. S26 per 100 
Returnable Sample mailed to Pastors, etc. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., 
CHICAGQ NEW YORE 
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Agents Wanted 


GENTS—$300 ev month selling our wonderful 
A avai tne Set. Send For sworn state- 
ment of $12 daily profit. OutfitFree. Thomas Manu- 
facturing Co., 316 Home Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Sankey’s Story 


“ MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF THE GOS- 

PEL HYMNS” is the title of Ira D. Sankey’s 

wonderfully interesting book of autobiographical 

reminiscences. 410 es. 24 illustrations. Beauti- 

fully bound. Price, $1.90 postpaid. The Sunday 
alnut St., Phi 




















School Times Co., 1031 ladelphia, Pa. 
Financial 

S'x PER CENT g teed in t ired by 

000,000.00 assets. Over half million dollars 


denon during yo 12 years. Write for book- 
t. New York Rea re owas Co., Suite soo, 489 
Fifth Avenue, New Yor 


Pictures 

BEAUTIFUL HALF-TONE REPRODUC TIONS 

of Photographs of Holy nd Views, Utensils 
and Furnishings illustrating tal manners and 
€ , with occasional rep ctions of 
paintings. 25 Pictures for 10 cents. These Pictures 
are hast number of the well-known “‘ Sunday School 
Times Lesson Pictures.” T have assorted 
into packages of twenty-five , and will be sold for 
the nominal sum of 10 cents; 12 packages (2 total of 
300 pictures) for One Dollar ; postage id in <ither 
case. Send at once. The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Gandey School Times. 
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This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn't slow, 

For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homies, 
iscrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate t in the parlor, can 
be kept y clean by SAPOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, pas ¢ rinsed off with clear water. 




















<~"Beared Being Grabbed . 
Woman's Nervousness Prom Coffee Drinking 


The brain acts through the nerves. 

When the nerves are irritated by coffee 
drinking the mind often imagines things 
which have no real existence—such as 
Seerrecking danger, unfriendly criti- 
cism, etc. 

A Mich. woman suffered in this way 


but found how to overcome it. She| 


writes : 

‘‘For twenty years, I drank coffee 
thinking it would give me strength when 
tired and nervous. 

‘‘The more coffee I drank, the more 
tired and nervous I became until I broke 
down entirely. ThenI changed my work 
from sewing to house-work. This gave 
me more exercise and was beneficial, 
but I kept on ——- coffee—thought 
I could not do without it. 

**I was so nervous at times that if left 
alone I would not go from one room to 
another for fear some one would grab me, 
and my little children had to go around 
on tiptoe and speak in whispers. 

‘Finally an attack of the grip weak- 
ened me so my nerves rebelled and the 
smell even of coffee was nauseating. 
Then my husband prepared some Pos- 
tum for me, believing the long use of 
coffee had caused my break-down, so 
that my head and hands shook like the 


sy. 
ni At first I did not like Postum but I 
kept on drinking it and as we learned 
how to make it right according to direc- 
tions on pkg., I liked it as well as coffee. 

‘* Occasionally I make coffee when we 
have guests'and give it to the children 
too, but as soon as they taste it they re- 
turn their cups for Postum. Now I go 
anywhere in the house day or night and 
never think of any one grabbing me au.1 
the children can romp as healthy chil- 
dren should—my nerves are all right.” 
‘*There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever tead the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





The Young People’s 
_ -Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 27, 1908. 
Foreign rg 1 deer: of 





‘Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.— China to be Christ's (Isa. 49: 
~ 12-16). 


‘TUES.— promised (Isa. 60 : 1-6). 
_Wep.—*' All. nations ’’ (Isa, 66,: 18-24). 
‘THURS.—Gentiles called (Luke 14: 10-24). 
Frit.—Gentiles received (Acts 15 : 7-21). 
Sat.—One God over all (Rom. 9 : 19-26). 











Name some missionaries in China. 
Tell of educational work in China. 
Describe Christian Endeavor in China. 


HERE is new life in China, in the gov- 
ernment and mre the people. The 
Rev. F. W. Bible of Hangchow writes : 

‘¢1, She is adopting our Western educa- 
tional system. is is the most significant 
educational movement of modern times. 

‘¢ 2, She is adopting the methous and ma- 
chinery of modern industry; is buildin 
railroads and telegraphs, iron foundries a 
cotton mills ; is buying and using articles of 
foreign manufacture at a rate never known 
before. This is the greatest industrial and 
commercial movement of our times, 

‘*3, She has promised her people a con- 
stitutional government. If the oldest autoc- 
racy accepts the principles of modern de- 
mocracy, it will be the greatest political 
movement the world has ever seen, 

‘* 4, She is making a determined effort to 
free herself from the opium curse. This is 
one effort at social reform, comparable only 
to our fight against liquor.’’ 


also. A committee of the great Centenary 
Conference in Shanghai set.this forth in a 
. Anter-Church Conferenge on 
Federation in the United States : 

‘In the first hundred years of our work 
in China the Lord has done great things for 
us. The early missionaries hoped for 1,000 
converts after a century, and they weré men 
of faith ; but to-day we report more than 
175,000 communicants, with certainly 500, - 





coo adherents. Beyond this, Christianity 
has already proved itself a leavening power 
| in the national life of China. No one knows 
| how much of the new spirit is due directly to 
missionary efforts, but we are sure that all 
the uplifting influences now manifesting 
themselves are from the Spirit of God, and 
we give thanks. Stirring as the past has 
been, its greatest interest is in the astound- 
ing promise it gives for the future. The 
tasks before us are tremendous and immedi- 
ate. Within half a generation it is possible 
for Christianity to be established as the most 
decisive force in Chinese affairs.”’ 


Among the women even the awakening 
has come. ‘*Among the wealthy gentry 
ladies in the city,’’ writes a woman mission- 
ary from Ningpo, ‘ta committee of three 
Chinese ladies and myself began a series of 
monthly lectures for women only, on sub- 
jects of general interest. The success of 
these meetings has been most surprising and 
very gratifying, and they have become quite 
the popular fad. The Tao-ti’s wife has at- 
tended twice ; the gentlemen of the Educa- 
tional Association of Ningpo (quite the 
strongest and most powerful organization in 
the city) have become much interested, and 
have rendered valuable assistance in many 
ways, loaning their own buildings for the 
meetings, combating what opposition there 
was, and serving personally as guards at the 
gates to prevent, the entrance of any objec- 
tionable. characters. Probably no other 
agency has done so much to break down the 
prejudice against Christians, as not only are 
the Christian women welcomed at these 
meetings, but a large part of the speakers 
are necessarily our Christian teachers, as 
very few ladies aside from those educated in 
Mission schools have the courage or ability 
for public speaking.’’ 

Half the world lives in Asia, and half of 
that half in China. When. this immense 
mass stirs the whole world will feel it. 





. Christians alone have the word of guidance 


‘ for it. Shall we give it or withhold it? 
° 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


| 


‘And 'thete is life in: the’ Chitetian church 











A Great Bible Class Builder 


PELL’S NOTES 


The Ideal Lesson Help for Bible Classes 


Young men want something dif-. 

» ferent from the rest of the school. 
‘They must be di from the ** kids.’’. 

They have no interest in the quarterly—the 

quarterly is too ‘‘ Sunday-schooly’’ ; besides, 

_ itdoes not go farenough. They want some- 
thing to read. There is little or no reading 

in the ~ wget’ & 

I’s Notes meets the young 
man’s needs, The mere habit of carrying 
it in the pocket strengthens his interest in 
the Sunday-schoo! and in his Bible class. . It 
keeps the Sunday-school ever to the front. 
It keeps him thinking about it. It keeps his 
heart warm toward it. And it is a great 
class builder, It acts as a badge everywhere 
the young man goes, ‘There is nothing 
like it,’’ writes a teacher, ‘*for building up 
the class both in interest and numbers.’’ 
Let us send you some sample copies 
for your Bible class. While the price is 
75 cents a year, the club price is only 50 
cents—a sum easily provided if you will let 
the young men provide it for themselves. That is the best way. Young men do not 
appreciate a lesson help that costs them nothing. 


You Can Test Pell’s Notes for a Few Pesaiés 


SPECIAL OFFER: Send us a dollar bill now, and we will send you the Notes 
from now until the end of next year, and we will also send you(for Christmas or New 
Year) three Pell Calendars for 1909 (30 cents each). . They are the most attractive 
calendars on the market at the price. Or, instead of the calendars you may have a year’s 
subscription to The Young Man in Business, the little journal which is doing so 
much to inspire young men with high ideals (price, 50 cents), or a year’s subscription 
to The Modern Sunday School (50 cents a year), our new monthly, which con- 
tains the cream of all good things appearing in current literature for Sunday-school 
workers, and’ in. addition Pell’s Notes in a somewhat condensed form, especially 
arranged for Senior'classes, Bible classes; Home Departments, and very busy teachers. 

ka Sample copy of above publications, except calendar, free upon request. 





Robert Harding Company, Inc., Richmond, Va. 














WATERBURY COMPANY 


Offers to Investors $250,000 
G% Convertible Collateral Trust 8706 
(The remainder of the $500,000 issue has been taken by the stockholders of the Company. ) 





Gold Bonds to Yield 


The Columbia Trust Company of New York, Trustee 





HOW SECURED.—These bonds are 
secured ‘by .a first lien on our ‘Extensive 
Manufacturing Plants. The Trust Deed . 
compels the Company to always maintain 
liquid assets in excess of all liabilities to 
at least the amount. of the Bonds out- 
standing. 


CONVERTIBILITY.—A very attractive 
feature anda decided advantage in these 
Bonds is that they can be converted into. *““' 
the 8% Cumulative Preferred Stock of the Wire Rope. Annual sales over $2,000, - 
Company which has’ paid regular divi- 000. Mills, Brooklyn, N.Y. Established 
dends for many years. : 1816. 


WE SAVE you BANKERS’ COMMISSIONS BY SELLING OUR BONDS DIRECT 
Write for particulars and Booklet N. 


LARGE. INTEREST.—At our price 
these Bonds will yield the highest pos- 
sible interest. consistent with Conserva- 
tism. - Payable semi-annually—April and 
October. Denominations $500. Due 
April 1, 1916. 

THE COMPANY is one of the niost im- 
portant manufacturers in this country of 
Lead Cables, Insulated Wires, Fibre and 








(Lesson for Dec. 27) DECEMBER 12, 1908 




















FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT : 


A Supplemental Bible Question Course 
By John B. Smith. Price 50 cents, postpaid 


Taught from the platform five minutes each Sunday for fifty-two:Sundays, this.book 
will work wonders in imparting to scholars that knowledge of the Bible so generally 
lacking, Will supplement any series of lessons. J. O. Harris, superintendent Baptist 
Sunday-school, Lake City, Florida, writes: *‘ I have just received the two copies of 
Supplemental Bible Question Course, and am so well pleased that J: enclose here- 
with my check for $5.00, and will thank you to mail me ten copies more by very first 
mail, I wish each teacher in my school to have one.’* Third, reviséd, edition. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
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